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Christendom. 
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THE MONTH. 


Tae abhorrence in which the whole system of priestly confession and absolution 
is held by the great majority of Englishmen has received fresh proof in the emphatic 
condemnation which public opinion, through almost all its organs, has passed not 
only on the offensive book to which Lord Redesdale had directed the attention of 
the nation, but on those practices, now widely prevalent, to which that book so 
clearly pointa, and which alone could have suggested or induced its compilation. 
_A storm of. indignation has been roused ; the Ritualistic conspirators who would 
reestablish in our midst the Romish confessional, with all its attendant abomina- 
tions, have been vigorously und deservedly denounced ; and the people of this country 
are expressing, as with one mind and heart, their inflexible determination that with 
~_ that system, let what may be urged on its behalf, they will have nothing more to do. 


immense meeting at Exeter Hall, no less than the nearly universal language of 
Press, testifies to the heartiness and unanimity of this resolve. The insidious 
teachings of the Romanizers on this point have nut, it is clear, as yet corrupted 
either the intellect or conscience of the nation. The apologetic statement made to 
Convocation by the “ Society of the Holy Cross” is rightly felt to be altogether 
‘ inadequate and unsatisfactory. The public will not consider the withdrawal of the 
book as all, or nearly all, that is due to public opinion, or that the present state of 
things most urgently and instantly requires. What is wanted and demanded is that 
that state of things itself should be changed ; that adequate guarantees should be 
exacted from .the clergy in each diocese for the discontinuance of the practice of 
habitual and compulsory confession. The mere withdrawal from circulation of this 
particular work will not suppress that practice, nor, to any extent, inconvenience 
the aspirant or embryo confessor. Plenty of similar manuals may be found within | 
the Church of Rome, and “ The Priest in Absolution” is but a compendium of these. 
In future, therefore, where confession is continued, the chief difference will be that 
Rowish instead of Anglican guide-books will be resorted to—that the polluting 
fountain rather than the stream will supply the poison which is to deprave the morals 
of our youth, destroy family confidence, undermine conjugal affection, and sap the 
foundations of civil and reliyious freedom. This, however, it is which Englishmen 
are determined to prevent, and should the practice not be firmly and effectually dealt 
with by the authorities both in Church and State, or should those authorities, as 
seems likely in many quarters, be contumaciously disobeyed or openly resisted, a day 
of reckoning will surely come, and the alternativé of disruption or disestablishment 
will be forced upon the attention even of the most anwilling. ee 


We fear that the recent proceedings in Convocation will not accomplish much 
{ towards either the pacification of the Church or the vindication of her Protestant 


character. In the Lower House there seems a very inadequate appreciation of the 
gravity of the present crisis, or the need of vigorous measures for the eradication of 
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those evils which distract the Church and even threaten its existence. The Bishops, 
it must be allowed, appear more alive’to the actual ,position of affairs, and “evince 
respecting it a sounder judgment than the bulk of clergy, as represented by the 
Lower House. It is, nevertheless, obvious that the predominant feeling, even in 
the Upper House, is a fear lest, by too decided a course of procedure, the Ritualists 
should be driven into yet more open and general rebellion. Hence the conciliatory 
tone adopted by the Primate, when condemning the proceedings of the “ Holy 
Cross” Society, and denouncing the “ Ritualist cbnspiracy” to subvert the Pro- 
testant doctrines and worship of the English Church. It is quite beside the-mark, 
and can serve no good purpose whatsoever, to eulogize these men as “ excellent, 
earnest, and devout.” The more earnest they are the greater is the danger of their 
teaching. It is not by honeyed words that the evil spirit can be exorcized; and 
however disruption may be feared, there is yet a greater calamity—the existence 


within the same Church of mutually antagonistic and destructive forces. If “a 


house divided against itself cannot stand,” surely the fall of the house should be 
more feared than the elimination of those parts of its structure which are a source of 
danger and decay. It is something that the Upper House has been moved by the 
Bishop of London to express its condemnation -of any such doctrine or Practice of 
confession as may be thought to render expedient a guide-book like “The Priest in 
Absolution.” It would be more to the point not only absolutely to prohibit all such 
‘manuals, but the practice which bas brought them forth. The criticisms passed in 


the Lower House on the recent judgment in the Ridsdale case can have no other 


effect than to undermine the authority of law, and to encourage the Ritdalists to 
more open and flagrant disobedience; whilst the new rubric introduced by Lord 
Alwyne Compton, and designed to legalize the use of “ copes” at the communion, is 
avowedly a sop to the Romanizers, although, as was. remarked by the Dean of 
Worcester, one with which they are not at all likely to be satisfied. Instead of vain 
attempts to propitiate those who never will be satisfied until they have thoroughly 
de-Protestantized the Church, it were far wiser to meet the just requirements of the 
English people, the great majority of whom demand that the wide-spread conspiracy 
for assimilating the Church of England to of Rome shall be promptly and 
decisively suppressed. 


We direct the attention of our readers to the facts recorded in our columns of 
intelligence relating to the reversal by the High Court of Justice of the judgment 
of Lord Penzance against the Rev. T. Pelham Dale, the Vicar of St. Vedast’s, Foster 
Lane, for Ritualistic practices. It will be seen that the entire proceedings against 
Mr. Dale have been vitiated on the double ground that the Bishop was interested 
as patron, and that the Court sat at a place out of the jurisdiction. The Public 
Worship Regulation Act provides that no bishop can be a party to a judgment 
against any clergyman who is himself interested in the patronage of the living which 
he holds, The judgment, therefore, has been quashed on a putely technical or per- 
sonal objection, having no reference be ten gue on fly Encouraged 
probably by this decision, the Rev. Arthut Tooth, of Hatcham, has appealed, under 
similar conditions, to the same tribunal, which, be it noted, is a purely secular or 
civil court. It thi appears (and the fact is instructive) that the clergymen who 
so loudly assert thytyecular courts bave no jurisdiction in things spiritual, are the 


= first to appeal to those courts when they seem likely to reverse the judgments pro- 


nounced against themselves by their own spiritual or ecclesiastical superiors! The 
glaring inconsistency of such conduct renders comment entirely superfluous. That 
tribunal is recognized, be it what it may, which gives judgment in their favour ; 
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that tribunal which pronounces against them, be that, too, what it may, is without 
all authority whatever. * 


once on the only basis on which a final settlement is possible, it is ground for deep 
regret that no further avtion in reference to the Burials controversy is this seasion 
likely to be taken by either House of Parliament. Mr. Osborne Morgan has, it is 
said, given up all hope of being able to introduce in the House of Commons his 
contemplated resolution on the subject. Of course, the Ministry cannot be expected 
to give him any special facilities for doing so, and the pressure of general business, 
when the rising of the Heuse draws near, is such as for the most part to preclade 
the initiation by a private member of a second debate on a topic of public 
interest, especially when that topic has been the battle-field of contending parties. 
Obviously, even had the resolution of Mr. Osborne Morgan, or any other, been 
adopted by the Lower Hopse, any legislative action thereon must of necessity have 
been pestponed. Still, could the unanimity of the two Houses ofi this subject have 
been demonstrated, coald both have arrived at an agreement on the principle on 
which future legislation should be great step would have been taken in 
advance. The Government would havaIeit that next session they must either them- 
selves take up the question on the basis indicated, or, at least, change their attitude 
respecting it, and leave it to be dealt with by others, unembarrassed by their own 
persistent opposition. The longer the settlement of this matter is delayed, the greater 
is the peril, not only to the best highest interests of the Church itself, but to 
those of the Establishment. 


All friends of fair play, ii less than all lovers of temperance, must condemn 
the obetructive tactics which have been resorted to by certain Irish m@mbers of 
Parliament to defeat, for the t session, Mr. R. Smyth’s Irish Sunday-closing 
Bill. The measure, it was well known, was generally acceptable to the Irish people ; 
it may, indeed, be said to have been demanded by the state of Irish public opinion. 
Nevertheless, when first introduced, the present Government opposed it on the 
ground that such a measure would not do for England, and that to pass it won!d be 
to set a precedet of which the Sunday-closing party here would not scruple to avail 
themselves. The obvious fallacy of this argument, however, entirely destroyed its 
force. If the measure would not do for England, it could only be because English 
public opinion was against it, when, of course, this country would not have it, what- 
ever its success in Ireland. There could be no danger, therefore, in the precedent, 
except so far an it might arouse the opposition of the publicans. This was so 
Apparent, that the Government, having been beaten in a parliamentary division on 
the question, withdrew this session their opposition to the Bill, although they still 
failed to give it any earnest or cordial support. Their evident reluctance to adopt 
it, or to give Mr. R. Smyth any special facilities for carrying it through, encouraged 
its Irish opponents to o by all possible means at their disposal, its passage _ 
through the Hoi this, for the time, they have succeeded. Little doubt, 
however, can be felt that in the next session, this Bill, or one closely resembling it, 


will be passed into a law. ee 


The long-expected gathering of delegates from the Presbyterian Churches of all 
denominations in all quarters of the world, constituting the General Presbyterian 
Council, has fittingly been held in the capital of Presbyterian ‘Scotland. The 


assemblage was large ay influential, some 20,000 congregations and 34,000,000 
: 
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people being represented. The Council sat for six whole days, and three meetings 
were daily held in the Free Assembly Hall. Amongst the more prominent topics 
discussed were creeds and confessions, the observance of the Lord’s-dlay, intemperance, 
foreign missions, liberty of thought, what constitutes unbelief, how it should be 
met, together with the best methods of preaching, and the proper training of the 
preachers. The'-proeeedings throughout were marked by great earnestness, 
enlivened by Soilsiderable diversity of view, and yet, in the main, evincing a large 
amount of unanimity, both doctrinal and practical. It was resolved that the next 
meeting of the Council should be held in 1880, at Philadelphia, in the United States. 
A goodly number of members of the Presbyterian Council accepted the invitation of P 
the Council of the Evangelical Alliance to a conversazione, held, by the courtesy of 
the Rev. Dr. Augus, on the 14th ult., at Regent’s Park College, London, A sketch 
of the proceedings of the Presbyterian Council and a report of the conversanone 
will be found in our subsequent pages. 


Time was when the annexation of new territory by any State was regarded as 
its own justification—when the mere fact of any dominion having been enlarged 
was accepted as necessarily an addition to its influence and strength. That time has 
long gone by. Experience has taught us that the mere extent of any State is no 
certain measure of its power, and that no extension of its boundaries is of necessity 
an advantage to its people. As a principle of British policy, moreover, territorial 
aggrandizement has long since been specially condemned ; and our most recent acqui- 
sitions in India were by many regarded as unjust. These considerations were present 
to our senators in the parliamentary debate on the yet more recent annexation by 
our Government of the Transvaal Republic in Southern Africa. More, probably, 
can be said on behalf of this annexation than of almost any other. Although the 
extent of the territory appropriated was large, its inhabitants were few. Although 
an independent Republic, its Government was powerless for self-defence, and .was 
waging chronic and barbarous warfare with the Kaffir tribes in its vicinity. The 
safety of the adjacent British possessions was compromised, and it was feared that 
we ourselves might be dragged into another Kaffir war as the result, The annexa- 

ms tion, moreover, although made under protest from the nominal Government of the — 
Republic, was not accomplished~“by force—Sir Theophilus Shepstone, the’ British 
Commissioner, being attended only by an insignificant body of police, no resistance 
being even attempted, and the majority of the Boers having since given in their 

 ‘Spparently sincere adhesion to the new régime. Never was independence so quietly 
and even cheerfully surrendered ; and, conxidering the important issues involved in 
the procedure, the whole affair assumed an aspect of the ludicrous. The probabilities 
are that the annexation will turn out greatly to the advantage of all the parties con- 
cerned ; yet, having in view the dangers of a precedent which allows political rights 
to be overborne by political expediency, we cannot but rejoice at the wholesome 
jealousy of the entire trgnsaction which so many members of the British Parliament 
evinced. 


in the East is ow once more rapidly progressing. The recent 
of the Russian General Gourko in his march across the Balkans, and the 
apprehensions apparently prevalent at Constantinople that a Russian occupation of 
that capital was imminent, seem to have disturbed not only Turkish, but English | 
serenity. Mr. Layard has been informed by! the Grand Vizier that 35,000 Russians : 
were already on the Turkish side of the Balkans, and that the situation mustbe  -~ 
Vregarded as unquestionably grave. What, however, nore concerns us is the re 
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information that several large troop-ships have been ordered to prepare for sea; 
that one of these, the Euphrates, has already sailed for Malta with 1,500 men, and 
that others will follow as fast as they can be equipped. To reinforce the garrison of 
Malta, however, would, under present circumstances, be but natural, and we are 
assured, on the wuthority of the Government, that such only is the destination of 
the troops. Report had, however, whispered that these troops were destined 
for Gallipoli, on Turkish soil. That peninsula, however, is not in the direct line 
of the Russian dilvance ; it might easily be made by any naval Power an almost 
impregnable position; and it has even been stated that the Russian Government 
itself, during the negotiations prior to the war, suggested our occupation of the 
place as a “material guarantee” for the protection of those “ British interests” 
respecting which such exaggerated representations have been made. But the 
Ministerial explanations which have been given in both Houses of Parliament 
should allay all apprehension that any step whatever will be taken that may have 
the disastrous effect of inducing the Turks to believe that, in the last resort, we 
shall take uj arms in their defence. The troops in question are merely intended 
to place our Mediterranean garrisons in an adequate state of defence. 


The Parliamentary elections in France have, it appears, been fixed for the 14th 
of October, and until then the country must bear its suspense as best it may. The 
MacMahonite, and especially the Bonapartist, journals continue their dictatorial 
and overbearing tone ; the Republican organs maintain an attitude of self-restraint, 
which bodes well for the maintenance of public peace and order, even under great and 
constant provocation. The popular party is fortunate in having as their recognized 
chief such a leader a3 M. Thiers. Calm and cautious, confident of future triumph, 
and having firm faith in the ultimate consolidation of the “ Conservative Republic,” 
his name is, to the opponents of the Ministry, a tower of strength. All parties are 
now looking forward eagerly to the result of the approaching contest. 


The recent melancholy occurrence at Christ's Hospital has brought under 
general review the entire system of discipline and treatment adopted in our public 
schools, Much, no doubt, during the last twenty or thirty years has been done to 
bring public schools more into accordance with public opinion, yet much remains 
to be accomplished, as the catastrophe now engaging general attention but too clearly 
proves. The amount of authority over junior scholars entrusted to their seniors is 
generally far too great. Every now and then some case of inordinate abuse of 
authority is dragged to light, a commotion is aroused, notliag-practical is attempted, 
and presently the whole affair is forgotten, only, however, again, by fresh facts, to 
be revived. In the present case it would be premature to pronounce respecting the 
parties who are chiefly or entirely to blame. A Government investigation is in 
progress, and meanwhile the statements as to the character and disposition both of 
the unhappy lad himself and of the youth set in authority over him, are so 
conflicting, that no conclusion can safely be arrived at. Of one fact there is no 
doubt, that youths of a sensitive, timid disposition, and who are especially susceptible 
of the gentler izifluences of humanity, often (like the poet Cowper) suffer in cur 
public schools the anguish of a daily martyrdom. If subject, in addition, to the 
tyranny of bullies, who are certain not to understand them, the eviF is enormously 
increased, Such boys, obviously, ought not to be sent to public schools at all; but 
once there, they have special and peculiar claims to public protection. 
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FRANCE. 


| our own Correspondent. } 


THE CHURCH. 
Politics l-absorbing. The prepara- 
tions for the are being carried on with 


all speed on every hand. And this leaves 
the affair of the Synod of the Reformed 
Charch again in abeyance. ‘The formation 
of a new Ministry, or the consolidation of the 
present Cabinet, must Le awaited before the 
convocation or adjourned ing of the 
Synod and the adjastment of Protestant 
differences can be even hinted at. Of the 
two parties, neither has proper cohesion or the 
unity of opinion and action which constitutes 
strength. Both are traversed by serious 
diversity of thought and sentiment. The 
Liberal party, which is still the minority, 
and which has made grievous blunders in the 
direction of its own affairs, is divided into 
two contradictory currenta. The Moderates 
see that the Radical flag terrifies sensible men, 
and that neither society nor church can be 
founded on negations. Bat they have allowed 
this violent party to be their standard-bearer, 
and lead the whole army, so that the Left 
Ceptre, instead of inclining to the Right 


Centre, has thrown its whole weight into the wee 


Radical scale. Union is therefore further 
off than ever. This is with sadness 
by many of the Orthodox, who hoped that, 
by the union of the two Centres, the Liberals 
and Orthodox might have kept together and 


still made the one Reformed Church of France, | . 


until the Gospel had leavened the mass. 
The gradual sheding off in doctrine until 
truth fades into error on one hand, and error 
brightens into truth on the other, every shade 
being represented by some important man, 
renders this plausible. Those who look on 
from without may judge differently, but there 
is something singulirly preposterous and 
painfully affecting in the fact that the affairs 
of the Church of our stalwart forefathers 
should be at the mercy of every political 
wind that blows. The entrance of 

PASTOR THEODORE MONOD 


upon the duties of one of the large Paris 
churches is regarded as a hopeful symptom. 
A man of no party spirit, but of firm Evan- 
gelical principles, and greatly beloved because 
eminently used for spiritual good by the 


great Head of the Church, is likely to be the 
one so needed, who can call to prayer and to 
spirituality. It has excited 

that no general call to humiliation end 
prayer im any permanent form has obtained 
among the Orthodox. None but the Lord 


she is seeking to reconstitute herself on an 
Evangelical basis, and to return to her synod- 
ical organization. In thus acting I have 
nothing to disavow as to my ministry in 
another church, which will never cease to be 
dear tome. Moreover, I am of ion that 
1 am thus in no wise unfaithful to the 
memory of my father, convinced as I ami 


\ 
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} can rescue the Reformed Church from so 
disastrous a condition, which eats out its 
; very life. M. Theodore Monod wrote the 
. following letter to the President of the Paris . 
, Consistory on accepting the post offered to 
him ; “ Since the first overtures made to me 
cathe of the of eal 
which might be addressed to me by the 
| Consistory, I have had leisure to examine 
this serious question in all ite bearings . . . 
appointment with a deep 
? | feeling of my insufficiency for the great task 
before me, I have no less a deep fevling 
? | that I am responding in the full freedom of 
my copscience to the manifest call of the 
Z great Head of the Church. If for this 
a ‘purpose I must relinquish the itinerant 
= | ministry which I exercised with joy in the 
service of the Mission Intérieure, I desire to 
| remain in the spirit of that mgesion, and lend 
: it my sympathetic aid occasionally as far as 
| I know that you, as much as I, 
| this, Besides, in my opinion it is to 
| 7 under the happiest conditions the : 
| work commenced, thus to rally round the 
7 | Reformed Church of France just at the time 
| 
| | THE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
7 _has offered the post of Vaugirard (rendered 
the Faubourg St. Antoine) to M. Oscar 
able president. It is encouraging to see the SF 
| National Churches in Paris drawing around 
| them truly Evangelical men, Pastor Perrenand, 
of Tonnerre, has also become suffragan pastor 
at Villette Belleville. 
j 


brotherly love. chief features 
brought out in the various communications 
were, the necessity of Methodiem being 
itself, and bearing the distinctive character- 
istics, which constitute the reason for ite ex- 
istence among the other churches, renounc- 
ing neither its means of action, its 
spirit of revival, nor its simple type of piety ; 

ty and Christian love to 


Progress is noticed in the southern stations, 
where there is a general movement of con- 


ITALY. 
A STORY OF DOMESTIC LIFE. 


Giovann? Santucci, an earnest Evangelical 
schoolmaster in an Italian city, tells the fol- 
lowing story of what a girl can do under ap- 
parently adverse circumstances. He says :-— 

On the 4th of September, 1870, there 
stepped into our Sunday-school a girl dressed 
in black, who asked some of the scholars if 
she could be asa pupil. I of course 


five years with great perseverance and suc- 
cess. Neither storms nor wind, rain nor 
snow, kept her away from the school, which 
is elementary or public, as well as religious, 
and a Sunday-school. In April, 1875, Pene- 
lope told me, with tears in her eves, that she 
had had trouble with her aunt, and was 
going to leave. She had found a place as 


received her with pleasure, and the following } servant in a somewhat aristocratic house. I 


conversation took place :— 

“ What is your name ?” 

“ Penelope Villi.” 

“ What is your father’s name ?” 

“ Peter Villi; but I do not know him, 
for he died before I was born.” 

“ And your mother 7?” 

“ Her name is Theresa, but she died two 
months ago.” 

“ What is your age ?” ‘ 

“ I am nine years old, and I live with m 
aunt at 

“Why, poor child, who advised you to 
come here to school three miles from home, 
when you have a school only one mile from 
you?” 

“ Tt is now three years, sir, siuce I began 
to attend that school, and cannot read in the 
First Reader yet !” 

“ Perhaps you have a bed memory?” 

“ Ok, no! The teacher says that it is not 
necessary for women to know how to read 
and write, so that they know their prayers.” - 


gave her a Bible; read to her the 16th verse 
of the 10th chaptér of/ Matthew; told her 
that she was to be sent forth like sheep amid 


| wolves, not to lose courage, but to keep and 


use the Bible as her sword of defence, and 
to spread its truths to everybody and at all 
times, 

Thirteen months passed, and not a word 
was heard of poor Penelope; she was fight- 
ing the good fight, but did not want to tell 
me of her troubles. But last June I received 
a letter from Madame Emilia Ferrantini, 
Penelope’s mistress, requesting me to go and 
see her, to talk about religion. I 
to go, but could not on account of sickness, 
When she found out I could not go, she came 
herself with Penelope, and told me the fol- 
lowing interesting story :— 

“When Penelope came to me I thought 
she was some ignorant and incapable country 
girl ; but I was surprised at her intelligence 
about the ‘housework, and after a few days 
became very fond of her. | The Paroco (the 


head priest of the town) frequented our’ 
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THE WESLEYAN-METHODIST CONFERENCE | bers. Two candidates having finished their | 
took place last month in Paris. It was 
centration and reorganization, besides a hope- ; 
4 ful revival. Lack of funds is a drawback in : 
the North, whefe several fields of activity 
cannot be occupied on this account, and a 
considerable sum is withdrawn from the | 
small salary of each pastor to supply the 
amount lacking for general expenses. The | 
Evangelical College at Nimes is closed, prin- 
especially recommended | cipally for the same reason. The present 
| are as follows: 167 chapels, 35 pastors, 20 
| evangelists an? teachers, 1(6 local preachers, 
ne. 1,905 church members (an increase of 22 
and jon last year), 77 candidates for member- 
latter of whom will | ship, 12 week-day schools, 563 Sunday- 
be henceforth the agent in France of the | schools, 322 teachers, 2,792 scholars, 9,267 
London Committee), with other brethren, were | hearers. Pastor Hocart was the president of 
present, together with seventeen voting mem- | the Conference. 
| 
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house often, and appeared pleased with the 
girl; but after a time he complained to us 
that Penelope did not come to church, He 
told her to gu to mass, but she never would. 
Finally, we said to her that unless she went 
to church we would send her away from the 
house. Then Penelope answered: ‘ Dear 
lady, I am sorry, and surprised at the same 
time, that you, a lady so learned and pro- 
feasing to be liberal, should still believe those 
impostures of the priests. I will not make 
a slave of my conscience, for your sake. I 
have a faith very different from yours, and 
you will never succeed in taking me away 
from the arms of my Saviour Jesus Christ, 
to put me at the feet of a dirty priest. In 
the meantime, dear lady, I will get ready and 
depart from your house.’” “Believe me,” 
continued the lady, “those words wounded 
my heart. I, my husband, and my two 
elder sons, stood like statues; then my hus 
band said, ‘This girl is anything but igno- 
rant; we must do all we can to induce her 
to stay; let the priest go to perdition rather 
than let her go away.’ Thinking that Pene- 
lope was crying in her room, I went to the 
door, but I heard her speak, and saw through 
the keyhole that she was reading. What 
was my surprise on hearing such words as 
these : ‘Jesus Christ has said, They have 
persecute | me, and they will persecute you 
sleo;’ ‘Thy will be done;’ ‘God is the 
strength of my life ; of whom should I be 
afraid ?’ ‘God, I confide in Thee; make me 
not afraid.’ These and other words compelled 
me to retire to my room, that she might not 
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hear me weep, and that I might not disturb 
her. In afew minutes my husband came in, 
considerably moved, and said to me, ‘ Pene- 
lope is a good Christian girl, and has been 
reading the Bible; and I do not want her to 
go away upon any account,’ I being of the 
same opinion, said to myself, ‘The priest 
shall never put his foot into my house any 
more.’ So we went to Penelope's room, and 

illy reading. I called her 


had decided upon. ‘My lady,’ said she, 
‘do not ery ;’ and she began to tell me about 
the Book and its words,” 
ist adds: “ Penelope has be- 
come as one of the family of Ferrantini; she 
has charge of the house and of things gene- 


persons, 
proprietors and servants join together in . 
prayer. They have established a nice hall 
ization, and on their 

table is always to be seen a Bible, 
in Rome. During the winter they 

spend their time in the evenings in readi 
religious books; the house seems more like 


Sunday with them is Sunday forall. The 
servants no longer work on that day except 
for what is absolutely required. 
is truly blessed, and Penelope Villi and her 
remind me 

of 


GERMANY. ae 


[From our own Correspondent. ] 


, Prussia, July 14, 1877. 
THE RELIGIOUS CONFLICTS IN BERLIN. 


The eventful discussions in one of our 
Berlin synods, mentioned in my last letter, 
still fill all men’s minds. Our Emperor, who 
had already given several testimonies of his 
personal belief, requested the whole Cabinet, 
before leaving the capital for Ema, to assist 
him in checking the destructive tendencies 
which were gaining ground. I have always 
maintained that our Government does not 
intend to foster and protect infidelity; but 
it cannot be denied that in the minds of great 
masses of the people the present struggle with 
Rome was considered as a war against Chris- 


~ tianity in general. The tendency of a large 


party, which, indeed, wishes w introduce 


ministers of religion, was to « great extent 
also ascribed to our Government. We can, 


.| therefore, only be thankful to men like Mr. 


Hosbach to have elicited from the Govern- 
ment its real sentiments. It is now affirmed 
in all our official papers that the Government 
does not sanction the negative tendencies in 
our own Church, and that this does not in- 
volve a change in its attitude towards Rome. 
Certainly not. The power of the Gospel 
alone is sufficient to conquer Rome, and the 
Government would only weaken its own 
cause by suffering the internal dissolution 

our own Church. These official expressions 
are valuable in order to avoid misconceptions, 
as but too many follow the example given. by 
Government, The inward buildiog up of our 
Church, however, does not come from out- 


“ Liberal” views into the Church, aud which ward\means, or from the protection of those 


gladly 


? } 


takes_\ up any cause against the in \authority; avd if we hope for a larger 


j 


I 
| 
; | in a voice full of emotion, and told her what 
rally. The whole family is composed of 
if | a church than anything else. Twice we have 
7 : all there partaken of the Lord’s Supper. 
ae mustard seed, ‘the least among all seeds,’ ”— 
New York Observer. 
| | | 
il 


Church. 
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increase of spiritual life, it is because the 
Lord has of late raised up more workers for 
Christ in our country—because more Cbris- 
tiane begin to value what they possess, and 
to stand up for their faith. It has often 
been said that President Hegel's remaining in 
office was a blow to the policy of Dr. Her- 
mann, the President of our Supreme Con- 
sistory. However, Dr. Hermann also has 
now received a new proof of the Emperor's 
confidence. He has had conferred upon him 
the title of “ Excellency.” The Emperor 
shows hereby that in the present critical 
times his faithful servants must be able to 
co-operate togetber for the welfare of the 


Church, even when their opinions differ as to” 


the best means by which that welfare may 
be promoted. 
DEATH OF MR. MEZ. 

Our Church has again to lament the loss 
of one of her most faithfal workers—Mr. 
Mez, of Freiburg, in the Grand Duchy of 
Baden, who died a few weeks ego. Mr. Mez, 
a truly evangelical man, was a great manu- 
- facturer, and particularly desired to bring 
the men and women employed in his work- 
shops under Christian influence. . He there- 
fore built large houses in which his working 
people found a bome. They obtained a 
simple abode, wholesome food, and especially 
a good library. Family prayers and grace at 
dinner showed that Christian influence was 


reigning in the house. I visited these 


establishments a few years ago, and was 


struck by the look of happiness on every 
face. Mr. Mez was really a father to all his 
workmen. 
NEGLECT OF RELIGIOUS ORDINANCES. © 

The statistics wade up after the first year 
of civil marriage were naturally not quite 
correct. The number of children remaining | 
unbaptized in Berlin is not quite so large as 


was at first expected, because by many the 
service had been only postponed, However, | 
experience shows that much may be done to 


bring people .again into contact with the 
for religious acts are abolished, religious 
ordinances have been neglected the least, 
Even in Hamburg, where hostility to religion 
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The great weddings in the churches at Berlin, 
where ten or twelve couples are married at 
the same time, are not very satisfactory. But 
even in Berlin there are many instances iu 
_ which people have been induced to solemnize 
marriage by a religious service, as the result 
of the efforts of members of the parochial 
councila We see by this that much has 
been done (1) by abolishing all fees for 
marriages ; (2) by facilitating, even for the 
poorest, a marriage for themselves alone, if 
desired, in their own house; (3) by using 
individual persuasion in each case, If in 
this way people are brought, by the faithful 
endeavours of other’Christians, to seek vOlun- 
tarily the sanction of the Church, this may 
prove a greater blessing to them than when 
the religious service was required by the law. 
HOME MISSIONS. 

There have been hitherto two city missions 
in Berlin—one connected with the St. John’s 
Institute, founded by Dr. Wichern, where in 
general all kinds of Christian workers are 
trained; the other, founded by General 
Superintendent Dr. Briickner, who, as I[ 
mentioned some months ago, resigned its 
management in order to give it more liberty 
of action. The two missions have now been 
combined, But the present organization is 
nevertheless very smal! indeed. Two clergy- 
men and eleven city missionariee—what are 
these among so many? The committee has 
therefore addressed an urgent appeal to all 
German Chrietians for means to extend the 
work. Berlin, certainly, is greatly in need 
of it, as the population is constantly in- 
_ creasing, while the number of churches and 
pastors remains the same. We have large 
parishes of from 70,000 to 90,000 inhabit 
ants, with three pastors 

A general conference for home missions 
will be held this year at Bielefeld on the 
5th and 6th of September. Besides special 
conferences, the subjects for the two days are 
(1) on the best means to counteract the in- 


| fluences of Social Democracy, and (2) the Sun- 
day question. Both are very important 
subjects in the present day. The advance of 

Social Democracy has again been witnessed 
in Berlin, where the majority for its success- 


among large numbers of the lower ciasses is ful candidate at the election for Parliament 
quite as bad as im Berlin, the proportion of © was 3,000 votes larger than in January. The 
marriages contracted before the civil pee first election was cancelled on account of 


only is comparatively not so great as in| 
Berlin. For this there may be two reasons— 


one, that fees are no longer paid for marriages | 


solemnized at Hamburg; the other, that it 
is more the custom there to have the re-— 


some irregularities. It was hoped thaf the 
| second time all other parties would do their 
utmost and carry their point, but the renewed 
and warmer contest only brought forward a‘ 
‘greater majority for the candidate of Social 
Democracy. 1 meution the conference, be- 


| 
| 

| 

| / ‘. 


> 
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| 
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“ COMMENCEMENT” EXERCISES. 

It is proof of the high estimate pat on 
education in the United States that for a 
week or two the newspapers give full reports, 
day by day, of what are called “ Commence- 
ments.” President Hayes has been taking 
part in the great gathering of students at 
Harvard, of which usiversity he is 
alumnus ; and at this moment his Secretary 
of State, Mr. Evarts, is in this city [New 


The consecration of the Rev. Thomas Hu- 


Epiecopal Church for Great Britain and 
Ireland, was attended by a large assembly, on 
June 20, at the First Reformed Episcopal 
Church, Madison-Avenue, New York. Dr. 
Gregg occupied, till recently, the position 
of Vicar of East Harborne, Birmingham. 
The New York Observer, from which we 
quote these particulars, says: “ At the recent 
General Council of the Reformed Episcopal 
Church, held in Philadelphia, he was elected 
a bishop, and came to this country to receive 
consecration to this office. On his return to 


are as follows: Foreign Missions, £94,675 ; 


Home Missions, £55,010 ; Board of Publica- 


tion, £42,213 ; Church Erection, £21,250 


Missions for Freedmen, £10,551 ; Ministerial 


-| Relief Fand, £13,446. 


General Assembly of the 


i| relative to education, we have the statement 


that the number of candidates for the 
ministry recommended by Presbyteries for 
assistance during the year is 74, in all stages 
of preparation, and of these, 33 are in their 
theological course. 

CHURCH DEBTS. 

The New York Tribune recently published 
a table showing the financial condition of 
many of the charches of that city, and of 
some of the religious societies. The total 
amount of mortgages on churches and re- 
ligious institutions reaches the large sum of 
£473,578. The figures given included only 
mortgages™ regi since 1869, and are. 

THE REV. DR. J. & C. ABBOTT, 
of Fair Haven, the author of a number of 


England he will take charge of a parish near 


works which have attained a wide popularity, 


London containing 300 communicatits, Who | died recently. Before his death he said to 


cause English Christian friends, visiting the homes for destitute children, 50 deaconesses’ 
Rhine this autumn, may like to make the trip | institutions, 10 houses for training young 
to Bielefeld during those days The number men for mission work, nearly 2,000 schools 
of workers for home missions is steadily in- | for infants, 366 Sandsy-schools, with sbout 
creasing. We have now 161 ordained minis- | 2,819 teachers and 44,000 scholars, 300 
ters occupied in home missionary institutions | young men’s Christian associations, etc. This 
throughout Germany. Besides this, 1 must is yet very little compared to the deficiency ; 
mention that we have in Germany 400 bat it is a hopeful beginning. 
AMERICA. 
have recently left the communion of the 
| Church of England.” 
PRESBYTERIAN ASSEMBLIES. 
There were 600 representative members at 
which we mentioned last month, 
it (p. 205) of the Northern General Assembly 
ri | of the Presbyterian Church in Chicago; and 
4 | the business proceedings were gove through in 
af an expeditious and orderly manner. The in- 
:. the ipal schemes of the Church 
if Haven] to do honour to his old college, in 
if company with the Chief Justice, and a host | 
of notable men from all parts of the Union. | 
Nor do Harvard and Yale stand alone in 
their festive exhibitions. The remotest 
5 lege in the Fa®.West, or in the great South, The Southern 
(and one cannot get much over a hundred | Presbyterian Church met in New Orleans, 
ib. miles from some college in America), has ber | when there were present 126 representatives. 
| graduating exercises, her orator, her poet, ber | The Foreign Mission receipts for the year 
: alumni dinner and speeches, No explanation | were £11,024. Of this sum, £1,925 were 
of the vigour of the American people which | contributed by Ladies’ Missionary Associa- 
| does not take this fact into consideration can | tions, and £1,360 by Sabbath-schools. The 
: be considered fair or philosophical. The | Sustentation Fund receipts are £3,918. 
4 alumni dinner of Yale College brings to-| Eighteen Presbyteries report that something 
4 gether old friends and clase-mates from all is being done-in their bounds for the work 
Hil parta of the continent, who renew their | among the coloured people, and Dr. Stillman 
72 youth as they rally round the president and | presented a report on the Theological School 
| professors, and cheer to the echo every allu-| for Coloured Men at Tuscaloosa. Further, 
as sion to theft alma mater. This year Alumn 
+2 Hall was crowded to its utmost capacity.— 
Freeman Correspondent, 
; | CONSECRATION OF A BISHOP FOR ENGLAND. 
| 
ili 
| | 


j 
3 
| 


' “of the society, no further copies of it would 


_ from whatever may appear to be our duty in 
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book which had been placed in his hands | 


that morning, called “No. 1 of a Series of 


Books for the Young,” and the instruction | 
contained in which was to be given, as the 


book stated, to children of from six to six) 
and a-half years of age. In thie book be| 
found it stated that “a child was to confess 
its sins, not to its mother or ite father, but 
to a priest, because God, when He was on 
earth, gave to His priests, and to them alone, 
the divine power of forgiving men their 
sine.” It was trifling, he observed, to say 
that any one who disseminated this book did 
not intend to revolutionize the whole teach- 
ing of the Church of England on the subject 
of confession. With reference to the Society 
of the Holy Cross, he read a series of resolu- 
tions passed at a special chapter of the so- 
ciety held on the previous day. One of 
these resolutions stated that, “ while distinctly 
repudiating the unfair criticisms which had 
been passed on the book calléd ‘The Priest 


in Absolution,’ and without intending to 
imply any condemnation of it, yet, in defer- 
ence to the desire expressed by the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury to the representatives 


be supplied;” and another declared that, 
while coming to this determination, “they 
desired to state that they held that their 
commission at ordination, and the express 
terms of the Prayer-book, required them to 
hear the confessions of all those who resort 
to them for that and to give ‘the 
benefit of absolution, together with ghostly 
counsel and advice,’ to such of those as 
‘humbly and heartily desire it.’” “ While 
fully appreciating the gojiness of the men 
with whom we have to deal,” his Grace said 
in conclusion, “ no admiration of any points 
in their character ought to make us hesitate 


the endeavour to counteract what I grieve 
to be obliged to call a conspiracy within our 
own body against the doctrine, discipline, and 
practice of our Reformed Church of England.” 

The Bishop of London moved a series of 
resolutions declaring that the House held the 
Society of the Holy Cross responsible for the 
preparation and dissemination of the book ; 
that the society had neither repudiated nor 
effectually withdrawn the book from cireula- 
tion, and “ that this House hereby expresses 
its strong condemnation of any doctrine or 
practice of confession which can be thought 
to render such a book necessary or expedient.” 


This resolution was seconded by the Bishop 
of Llandaff. 


The Bishops of Gloucester and Bristol, St. 


1, 


Albans, Lichfield, Oxford, St. Asaph, Salis 
bury, Bath and Wells, and Chichester 
followed, all in support of the resolutions, 


‘and in harmony with the keynote struck by 


the Primate, except that the Bishop of Oxford 
objected to the persons who inculcated the 


duty of confession being charged with being 
in a’ conspiracy against the doctrine and 
practice of the Church of England ; and the 
Bishop of Salisbury said confession and 


prayers or ministering the sacraments and 
other rites of the Church, it shall suffice that 
the minister do wear a surplice, with a stole 
or scarf, and the hood of his degree, and in 
preaching that he do wear a surplice with a 
stole or scarf and the hood of his degree, or, 
if he think fit, a gown with a hood or scarf. 
Nevertheless it shall be lawful for him that 
ministereth in the Holy Communion to use 
with this surplice and stole a cope or vest- 
ment, provided always that such cope or vest- 
ment shall not be introduced into any church 
other than a cathedral or collegiate church 
without the consent of the bishop.” The 
motion had been rendered necessary, he said, 
by the judgment of the Privy Council, which, 
humanly speaking, was final, The motion 
was seconded, and after-considerable discus- 
sion, was carried by a Jarge majority. 
THE PRIMATE AND THE CHURCH ASSOCIATION. 
In reply to a memorial from the Church 
Association, calling for ‘‘ very decided action ” 
from the bishops, the Archbishop of Can- 
terbury writes: “I feel assured that in 
every legitimate way the bishops of the 
Church of England will show their determi- 
nation to discountenance lawlessness, and that 
each step which they are called upon to take, 
according to the constitution of the Charch, 
will be guided by a solemn sense of the re- 
sponsibility which rests upon them to main- 
leaders our Church, potesting against 
medieval error, vindicated at the Reforma- 
tion. The details of our mode of action must 
of course depend upon the individugl cir- 


— 

: When the resolutions were put to the vote, 
: however, none of their lordships voted 
3¢ | against them, and they were declared to be 
: carried unanimously, as was likewise another 
: | resolution, moved by the Bishop of Oxford, 
; | referring the statutes of the society to a 
comuittee of all the bishops, 
In the Lower House, Lord Alwyne Comp- 
: ton moved the following words as a new 
| 

| 

| 

49 | 

| 
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| | 

| 
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cumstances of each case which comes before 
us; but the general principle which I have 
indicated above, fairly applied, will, I trust, 
be found adequate to meet all the difficulties 
which you anticipate ; and I am strengthened 
by an assured conviction that the determina- 
tion here expressed meets with the entire ap- 
proval of an overwhelming majority, both of 
the clergy and laity of out Church.” 
THE NEW BISHOP OF ROCHESTER. 

Dr. Thorold waa duly elected to the vacant 
see of Rochester by the Dean and Chapter 
of Rochester on the 7th ult. The election 
was preceded by no such prayer as is com- 
monly supposed to give the character of un- 
reality or mockery to the election by petition 
for divine guidance in the case of a foregone 
conclusion, The consecration took place in 
Westminster Abbey on the 25th ult His 
enthronement was fixed for the 27th ult, 
and he was to preach in his cathedral on 
Sunday, July 29. 

THE NEW BISHOP OF AND MAN. 

The Rev. Rowley Hill, Vicar of Sheffield, 
has been gazetted Bishop of Sodor and Man. 
“A sense of the loss to Sheffield,” says the 
Record, “ mitigates the entire satisfaction 
with which we should otherwise have viewed 
the promotion pf so able, deserving, and in- 
fluential a clergyman. The selection of Mr. 
Rowley Hill for the vacant bishopric of 
Sodor and Man reflects honour on the Premier 
and his ecclesiastical advisers. The new 
Bishop is the third son of the late Sir George 
Hill, of St. Colamwnb’s, county Londonderry. 
He was born in 1836, and was educated at 
Trinity College, Cambridge.” } 

CASE OF THE REY. T. P. DALE. 

Judgment has been given in the Queen’s 
Bench Division of the High Court of Justice 
by Mr. Justice Mellor and Mr. Justice Lush 
in regard to the application on the part of 
the Rev. Thomas Pelham Dale, Rector of St. 
Vedast’s, London, for a prohibition to stay 
all further proceedings in the case instituted 
by the Bishop of London against him, on the 
ground that the Bishop was interested as 
patron, and that the Court sat, and the ap- 
plicant was cited, at a place out of the juris- 
diction. The Court decided that the whole 

ings were void, on the ground that 
the Bishop of London, as having alternately 
with the Archbishop of Canterbury the right 
of presentation to the benefice, was a person 
interested in the suit. Their lordships ex- 
pressed a decided opinion, however, that this 
fact had never entered the Bishop’s mind 
when he sent the matter of representation to 


the Archbishop. The rule was, therefore, made 
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absolute, with costs, to stay all further pro- 
ceedings. 
THE RATOHAM CASE. 

The decision of the Queen's Bench Division 
in the case of the Rev. T. P. Dale, given 
above, may be assumed to have led to the 
application on the part of the Rev. A. Tooth 
for a rule calling on Lord Penzance and 
others to show cause why a prohibition should 
not issue from the Court to stay further pro- 
ceedings in his case alan. The principal con- 
tention on behalf of Mr. Tooth was that the 
complaint against him had been heard at 
Lambeth, and not, as was required by the 
Public Worship Regulation Act, in London, 
Westminster, or within the diocese of Ro- 
chester. After some discussion, the Court 
granted a rule nist. 

A corres between the Archbishop 
of Canterbury and the Rev. A. Tooth has been 
published. The Archbishop, who had charge of 


the diocese of Rochester till the consecration | 


of Dr. Thorold, having sought to obtain Mr. 
Tooth’s submission to the law of the Church 
of England, as interpreted by the Arch- 
bishop’s Court and the Supreme Court of 
Appeal, failed in the attempt. Mr. Tooth 
holds that he was pledged at his ordination 
to a particular order of ritual, which was 
adopted in the Convocations of 1661, and he 
cannot discover any ordinance provincial or 
synodical act repealing that order of ritual. 
Mr. Tooth, in short, exercises freely his own 
powers—of interpretation, and bestows his 
obedience where he sees good. He attaches 
little importance to the resolutions passed by 
‘both Houses of the Convocation of the 
Southern Province in 1867, to which he was 
referred by thé Archbishop. The Guardian 
finds in the correspondence a resemblance to 
“the play of a palace cat with a church 
mouse, The little creature dodges here and 
there, sometimes not without a species of 
success ine escaping the stroke of its big ad- 
versary, but more frequently the claw strikes 
home, and finally pias the poor animal to the 
floor. In the case of the mouse, our prevail- 
ing feeling is that of indignation at the 
cruelty of the persecutor, even though the 
victim may have eaten our cheese. At the 
human antitypes it is lawful to be simply 
amused, for Mr, Tooth’s skin is evidently of 
such substance that the point of the archi- 
episcopal logic, whatever its force and value, 
is quite incapable of penetrating to his nerves 
of sensation.” 
‘THE PRESTBCRY CASE. 

Lord Penzance, as Dean of the Arches 

Court of Canterbury, held a Court on the 


o 


| 

1 

| 

: 


the celebration of divine service in the parish 
ebarch of Prestbury. The defendant's counsel 
had admitted that the fourth, sixth, eighth, 
ninth, and tenth articles were proved, and 
on these there was no defence. On the other 
hand, the admitted that since the 
decision of the case of “ Clifton ©. Ridsdale” 
he could not, upon the evidence he had given, 
sustain the contained in the fifth and 


other speakers were Mr. E. Greene, u.p., the 
Rev. M. Rainsford, Mr. C. N. Newde- 
gate, mp., Dr. Wainwright, and Mr. James 
Bateman. There appeared to be an organized 
attempt to introduce uproar and confusion 
into the proceedings; for at one time several 
struggles were going on simultaneously in 
different parts of the Hall. This was during 
Sir Thomas Chambere’s speech, and was pro- 
voked by the honourable gentleman’s state- 
ment that within twenty years the practice of 
auricular confession had grown to such an 
extent that from one priest, in 1854, who 
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eradicate an evil 6” repugnant to the feelings 
of this Protestant country.” 
“THE CHURCH LEAGUE.” 
A public meeting of “the Church League 
for the severance of the union between 
the Rev. A. H. Mackonochie presiding. The 
principal speaker was Archdeacon Denison, 
who proposed a resolution, “ That the true 
idea of the Christian Church is opposed to its 


when disestablished, will be amply provided 
for by the offerings of her members.” There 
was not a little uproar in the course of the 

and one gentleman was con- 
ducted out of the room after having called 
the attention of the meeting to “ the question 
of the hour, ‘The Priest in Absolution. ’” 
The Guardian states that there were “ many 
ladies present, and a considerable number of 
young men and youths.” 

HIGH CHURCH DECLARATION. 
pub- 

“1, Having consideted the judgment de- 
livered by the Judicial Committee in the 
case of ‘ Ridsdale v. Clifton,’ although we are 


unable: to concur in the whol¢ of the reason 


was also another, affirming that “the Church, | 


\ 
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17th ult, at Lambeth Palace, and gave his | was detected in the hateful practice, and who 
decision in the case of Combe ». the Rev, | was expelled from the diocese of London in 
| John Edwards, Rector of Prestbury. The | consequence, we had now advanced to 700 
clergymen banded together for the purpose of 
| against the laws ecclesiastical promoting the system of auricular confession. — 
. il ceremonial acts and observances during | For some time the efforts of the Chairman 
| and other gentlemen to restore order were 
. ineffectual, but after a time the ringleaders 
of the disturbance were summarily ejected by 
the indignant but enthusiastic audience, and 
the hon. gentleman was enabled to resume 
Tt hie remarks, The proceedings during the 
| greater part of the rest of the speech of Sir T. 
} Chambers were comparatively quiet, but again 
; and again, as the speakers exposed the evils 
: seven and denounced the practice of auricular con- 
j sions reduced the articles upon which there | fession, strong manifestations of sympathy 
| ; mis | were shown by the enthusiastic waving of 
a handkerchiefs and hats in all of the 
hich com- 
hich still 
promoter of the suit,” added his lordship, ng 
: “ does not ask that a monition should issue; | y with 
Court should follow the precedent of ‘ Barden | to 
v. Heath.’ The Registrar will draw up the 
decree accordingly, without costs on either 
side.” 
ANTI-CONFESSIONAL MEETING. : 
if A large meeting convened by the Church 
» Association to protest against auricular con- 
! ges in the Church of England took place | 
. fou the evening of the 20th ult., at Exeter | 
‘ Hall. There was so large an attendance that | 
ret is wee to held | 
i. ing in the Lower Hall, which was crowded. - : 
il In the Large Hell, Mr. J. R. Andrews, Prosi. | to the State.” This wes. carried, 
ERE . dent. of the Association, took the chair, and 
| Sir Thomas Chambers moved that a memorial 
expressing the sentiments of the 
ai should be presented to Her Majesty. This 
| was carried with enthusiasm. Amongst 1 
| 
it 
aie 
ij 
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ing which it contains, yet we find in it some 
grounds of satisfaction, in so far as it 
“ (a) Allows the eastward position of the 
celebrant. 
“ (6) Confirms the principle of a distinctive 
dress. 


“3. We believe that the ultimate solution 
of our present difficulties will be found in the 
exercise by the Church of her legitimate right 
to deal with ceremonial, through Convoca- 
tion, with consent of Parliangent.” 

The signatures include those of Bishops 
Chapman, Hobhouse, and Macdougall, the 
Deans of York and Manchester; Archdeacons 
Lord A. Compton, Sir George Prevost, Ba- 
thusst, Pott, and Purey Cust; the Wardens 
of St. A ine’s College, and of Keble 
College; and the Rev. Messrs. W. J. Butler, 
A. Blomfield, Hon. J. Grey, the Marquis of 


the University of Edinburgh, preached « 
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sittings, until the 10th, when the proceedings 
closed. 


The first day's proceedings related to Pres- 
byterianiem. Dr. Schaff, of New York, 
with an address on the subject of 

“ The Harmony of the Reformed Confessions.” 


inspiration and absolute sovereignt 
Word of God over that of man. “A creed,” 
said Dr. Schaff, “ is a response of man to the 
questions of God; but God’s Word is better 
than the confession of it; and without faith 
the best confession is but as ‘ sounding-brass 
or a tinkling cymbal.’” After short ad- 
dreases from Professor Godet (Neufchatel), 
Dr. Mitchell (St. Andrew’s), Principal Brown 
(Aberdeen), Professor Candlish (Glasgow), and 


Dr. Marshall Lang (Glasgow), Mr. Taylor — 


Innes (Edinburgh), moved that the Council 
appoint a committee, with instructions to 
prepare a report in reference to the creeds 
and confessions and the formulas of sub- 
scription of the different chugches. Prin- 
cipal Tulloch (St, Andrew's) seconded the 
motion, which was agreed to, this report 
being presented and approved at the next 
meeting of the Council. Professor Cairns 
(Edinburgh) read a masterly paper on the 


-|“ General Principles of Presbyterianism ;” 
+ Dr. A. A. Hodge, a paper on the “ Relation 


of Presbyterianism to the Wants and Ten- 
dencies of the Day ;” Dr. Stuart Robinson, a 
paper on the “ Churchliness of Calvinism,” 
and Dr. Prime on the “ Influence of Presby- 
terianism in the United States.” A statis- 


. Stuart Robiason 
(Louisville), Dr. Inglis (California), and Dr. 
Fabri (Elberfeld) were also among the 


At one of the sittings, the chair was ocou- 
-| pied by the Right Hon. Lord Moncrieff, Lord 


President of the Second Division of the Court 
of Session, Edinburgh, who delivered an 


. | address on Presbyterianism from a layman's 
. | pointof view. On this occasion the subject 


for consideration wis “The Simplicity and 


\ 


* (c) _ right of the Church | He said these confessions might be divided | 
of England to the legitimate use of religious | into three classes: First, the anti-Calvinistic ; 
art in her churches, second, the Calviuistic; and third, the post- 
“2, Seeing that successive judgments have | Calvinistic. The first was merely prepara- 
left members of the Church of England free | tory, and was more of a local than doctrinal 
to hold and teach her entire doctrine, we | kind; the second, which was formed in the 
advisedly recommend submission to the dis- | middle of the sixteenth century, was directed 
cretion of the crdinaty in regard to the points | against Romanism ; and the third, formed in | 
of ritual touched by the late judgment, and | the seventeenth century, bore reference to 
we regard stich submission as best calculated | internal conflicts on the principle of divine 
to promote the entire constitutional freedom 
of the Charch, 
Bath, and Earl Nelson. 
GENERAL COUNCIL OF PRESBYTERIANS. 
The General Presbyterian Council was 
opened on the 3rd ult,, in Edinburgh, when 
divine service was conducted in St. Giles’s 
Cathedral. There was a crowded attendance 
The Rev. Dr. Flin, Professor of Divinity ix 
xvii. 20, 21. In the evening there was a - | | 
public reception of the delegates by the | 
citizens of Edinburgh in the Museum of | 
Science and Art. Upwards of 4,000 persons | tical sketch of Presbyterian Churches was . 
were present. The Lord Provost presided, | presented by Dr. Blaikie, and a general dis- 
and at an early stage of the proceedings the | cussion then ensued on the several papers. 
foreign delegates were presented to his lord- | Dr. Begg objected to some of the views of 
hall, where an address of welcome was given 
by Lord Balfour, of Burleigh. The Rev. 
Dr. Adams (New York), the Rev. Dr. Plumer | speakers. 
(South Carolina), M. J. Monod (Montauban), 
Dr. De Preasensé, and others replied. | 
menced in the Free Assembly Hall, Edin- | 
burgh, on the morning of the 3rd ult., D ) 
: Stuart Rvbinson, of Louisville, presiding 4 
| The Council held nearly every day three 


240 EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. {August 1, 


Scriptural Character of Presbyterianism : its | present ill-arranged and ill-compacted condi- 
c& pansiveness and adaptation, and its friendly | tion of Evangelical Protestantism. As students 
aspect to other Evangelical Churches.” Dr. | of their Bibles, and as lovers of order, logic, 
Hoge (Richmond) addressed the Council on | and simplicity, they ought ‘to see whether — 
the first part of this topic. He was followed | they could do anything on their part to 
by the Rev. Mr. Henderson (Ballarat, | lessen existing difficulties, and where those 
Australia), Dr. Ormiston (Brooklyn), and | difficulties could not be removed, to establish 
Professor Brummelkamp. Dr. Donald Fraser | better relations and intetcourse between 


(London) spoke upon the felations which 


their chursh ought to maintain towards other 


churches. Touching upon the phrase in the 
creed, “We believe in the Holy Ghost}the 


_churches, They should now proceed to efface 
from the minds of English people the notion 
-that Presbyterians were a fractious set of 
people. They were just in the~position that 


Holy Catholic Church, the communion of | if they had only discretion enough and sweet- 
saints,” he remarked that they did not believe | ness enough for the task, they ought to ex- 
—at least he did not—in the communion of | ercise'a most powerful, healing, calming, and 
Presbyterianiem. He loved it, but only asa balancing influence upon the Christian 
pfrt of the great communion of saints. I¢ | Churches of the world. If there was « 
had never come into their thoughts to arro- | Church among them that had better prin- 
gate to themselves a position of exclusive | ciples or constitution, let it show it by its 
dignity and favour, and to disparage their | fruits. Surely those men that had the wisest 
fellow-Christians who are under administra- | plans, the highest privileges, the grandest 
tions different from theirs, and who do not | memories, and the brightest hopes were 
assent to all the points in the Presbyterian bound before the Lord and aheir brethren to 
confessions and creeds, All their sister think the largest thoughts, and feel the 
churches might be all the more assured of widest sympathies, and to do the noblest 
their respect and regard when they eaid they | deeds. Dr. MacGregor (Edinburgh) said 
were not at all becoming unsettled in their | that it was quite possible that they could 
attachment either to their theology or to, make a great deal too much of their Pres- 
their polity, but they learned to look, as they | byterian principles. He held by them as 
believed, quite beyond those considerations | founded firmly on Scripture, but he did not’ 
that affect their particular branch of the one think our Lord or His apostles laid down 
Church of God to those larger considerations | any inelastic, rigid principles within which 
which affect the whole of the Church every- | all Churches must be confined. 

where. They were slow to unchurch others,| At a subsequent meeting, Dr. Phin (Edin- 
and were not anxious to raise invidious ques- | burgh) in the chair, Dr; Howard Crossby 
tions as to the validity of other forms of | (New York) read an able paper on “ Preach- 
Church government, “They were not indif- | ing, and the Training of the Preacher,” in the 
ferent to matters of Church polity, but, at the | course of which he remarked that “the great 
same time, they dittaot-tay down that a mere | defect of theological seminaries is that they 
question of external polity could of itself | do not teach the Bible, but teach about the 
determine the right of any Christian com-| Bible. A minister should go forth charged _- 
munity to be allowed a place as an integral | like an electric battery with the Word of 
part of the redeemed Church of God. They God, and should -have his heart consecrated 
would be very sorry to think that none were | for the work.” Dr. Cohen Stuart (Amster- 
true churches of Christ except those that | dam) read a paper containing suggestions on 
were in perfect doctrinal harmony with them, | pulpit eloquence. Dr. O, Dykes said he was 
Yet they did not countenance the shallowand, far from thinking that the Church hed 
in some respects, mischievous opinion that adapted their seminaries of training to the 
was abroad, that it was of little consequence changed circumstances and enlarged require- 
to which church a man belonged, so long as | ments of the modern time as she ought to 
he himeelf was a genuine Christian. While Lave done, When they found men of emi- 
they admitted that the Divine Spirit carried | nent pulpit ability it was hardly right to 


on diversity of operations, under diversity of | condemn them to perform the whole of the 


ministration, he did not entertain the chi- | duties of the Christian ministry, so that they 
merical notion that they might force or fuse | never could be trained to the highest pulpit 
all religious bodies into one. They should | power of which they were capable, and they 
be careful, he humbly thought, of using such | never got the best work out ofthem. Dr. John 
language as would seem to justify or merely | Hall{ New York )and Dr, Watts (Belfast ) spoke 
indicate that they were contented with the! on the same subject, Principal Willis 


| 
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of Toronto) believed that a liturgy would be | Dr. Thomson (Beyrout), Dr. Plumer, Dr. 
a help to the mass of their Pro- | Lansing (Egypt), Dr. Hamilton MacGill, and 
fessor Milligan (Aberdeen) expressed his ob- others, delivered addresses on missions. Lord 
jection to sign the Confession, with all its | Polwarth, who filled the chair, said it was to 
minute definitions, in terms which called him a source of joy to see so many Christians 


forth expressions of disapproval 


from different | from distant lands gathering together. It 


parts ofthe Council. Dr. M‘Cosh (Princeton) | might be a starting-point for fresh effort for 


said that since he went to America there had 


He 
SRL 


paper. He was followed, among 
by Pastor Dusek (Reformed Church, Bohemia), 
Dr. Adams (New York), and Dr. Andrew 
Thomson (Edinburgh). 

On “ Home Missions in America and other | 
Lands,” addresses were delivered by Dr. Pax- 
ton (New York), Dr. Cyrus Dixon (New York), 
Dr. J. Van Dyke (Brooklyn), and Rev. 
William Williams (Swansea). 

“ Missionary Obligations” was the subject 
discussed at one sitting, when a letter was 
read from Dr. Duff, who has been unable, 
through severe indisposition, wo attend the 
Council. In this communication, which was 
brimful of the venerable missionary’s wonted 
enthusiasm in the cause to which he has 
devoted so many years of a long life, Dr. 
Duff advocated the adoption of some well- 
organized scheme by which missionary effort 
by all the branches of the Presbyterian 
Church may be 
The letter, which produced a pro 


solemn impression upon the meeting, closed | 
as an ex- a paperon intemperance, in which he gave an 


with @ practical suggestion that, 


pression of thankfulness for the great fact of 
| United States. He described its sad effects, 


hindrance 


& union of Presbyterianism which girdles the 


earth, a united Presbyterian mission should | and urged that it was the greatest 


others, | exempt from the same charge. 


and extended. | 
found and | dissipation, refuted the excuses made for 


the spread of the Gospel. 

“The Unbelief of the Present Day” was 
the subject of another sitting. Dr. Patton 
(Chicago) read the first paper, the title of 
which was “The Underlying Principles of 
Intidelity.” Dr. M'Cosh (Princeton) read a 
paper entitled “ How should we view Dis- 
coveries in Science and § in Philoso- 
phy?” Professor Watts (Belfast) read ao 


paper on the “Personality of the Divine 


Being.” On the same subject, addresses were 
delivered by Dr. De Pressensé, Dr. Van 
Andel, and Sir R. Moncrieff. Professor 
Flint (Edinburgh) said the Church herself 
should beware of infidelity. It was 


’| notorious that the Church of Rome had done 


so largely ; and Protestantism, by its dead- 
ness, its inadequate exhibition of the trath, 
its divisions, and its controversies, was not 
Professor 
Cairns added that this subject should be made 
matter of earnest prayer. ; 

M. Theodore Monod (Paris) read a paper 
on the “Spiritual Life,” a paper which re- 
solved itself into an elaborate and elegantly- 
expressed argument that orthodoxy is no 
guarantee for holiness, and then (quoting 
with emphasis a passage from Candlish’s Jec- 
tures upon John) into an urgent representa- 
tion that entire sanctification is a thing pos- 


sible here, or at least a thing to be aimed at 


with a feeling of possibility. 
Dr. Andrew Thomson (Edinburgh), whose 
name has been long honourably associated 


with earnest advocacy of the Sabbath cause — 


in this country, as well as at Geneva and at 
Amsterdam, read a very admirable paper on 
that subject. He contended thet the Lord’s- 
day was a priceless boon to man; and having 
reviewed the prevalent forms of Sabbath 


them. The Rev. Ds Sloane (Alleghany) read 


appalling account of its prevalence in the 


be undertaken to the Milanesian group of to religion, and insisted that éverything 


islands in the New Hebrides. The sugges- 
tion was referred to the Business Committee. 


legitimate should be done to suppress it. 
After discudsion, Dr. Stuart Robinson (Louis- 


The Rev. J. H. Jones, Php, (Trevecca Col- | ville) proposed the following resolution, which 
lege; Wales), Dr. Murray Mitchell, Dr. was edopted : “The Council expresses deep 


Wangemang (Berlin), Dr, Moody Stewart, 


~~. 


interest in the sanctification of the Sabbath, 


been a great change in the taste for preaching. 
/ The men who had gone over there from this 
_, country had carried with them biblical 
— preaching, and thet wes the cceret of = 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


other brethren having spoken, a resolution 
was adopted expressive of sympathy with all 
i churches. Professor Lorimer 


churches )abouring in that region, this Council 
earnestly hopes that the churches represented 
in this Council will steadfastly aim at bro- 


There was no session of the Council on 
Saturday, the 7th ult., but a largely attended 
conference on “ Christian Life and Christian 
Work >was held in the Free Assembly Hall, 
Dr. Donald Fraser and the Rev. Theodore 
Monod presiding in succession. The Lord’s 
Supper was afterwards held at St. Luke's 
Free Church, about 900 persons (members of 
the Council and others) being present. The 


pulpits in Edinburgh, Glasgow, and neigh- 


bourhood were occupiéd on the following 

day by ministers from four quarters of the 

globe, 

The concluding sitting of the Council was 

__ held on the evening of the 10th ult., the 
Rev, Dr. Adams (New York) chairman. Dr. 
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Hoge (Richmond) moved the adoption of 
an address to the Queen. Dr. De Pressensé 
(Paris) seconded, and it was agreed to with 
acclamation. 

Sir Henry Moncrieff (Edinburgh) moved 


‘qa resolution of thankfulness to God for the 


opportunities of Christian fellowship between 

so many brethren which the meetings had 

afforded. The motion was seconded and 
unanimously. 

Dr. M‘Cosh expressed, amid loud applause, 
his sense of the services of Professor Blaikie. 
He moved the thanks of the Council to him 
and other brethren who had conducted the 
business of the Council. Dr. Begg seconded 
the motion. 

Closing addresses were delivered by Dr. J. 
Oswald Dykes, Dr. Beadle (Philadelphia), 
and Dr. Fisch ( Paris). 

On the invitation of Lord Polwarth, a large 
number of the members, their wives, and 
friends, visited Mertoun House on the 11th 
ult., the seat of his lordship, situated several 
miles from Melrose, on one of the prettiest 
spots of the Tweed. A Christian conference 
was held in the course of the day; about 600 
assembled on the lawn at the back of the 
mansion. The subject of conference was 
“ The Love of Christ,” which was opened by 
M. Monod (Paris). 

RITUALIST PETITION. 

Lord Devon forwards to the papers the fol- 

lowing petition, which has recently been pre- 


sented to the Queen. His lordship says 
| that the 41,200 names which have been ap- 
pended to the petition have been collected 


within less than three weeks’ time. The 


petiiion— 


“ Showeth that we, the undersigned clergy 
and laity, who yield to none of your Majesty's 
subjects in loyalty and obedience to your 
Majesty’s throve and perev.., humbly approach 
your Majesty under a sense of the very 
grievous wrong that has been done to the 
Church of England by recent decisions of 
your Majesty’s Privy Council in ecclesiastical 
causes. Your petitioners humbly submit to 
your Majesty that the rubrics of the Book of 
Common Prayer, as settled by the Synods 
of Canterbury and York in 1662, and ratified 
by Parliament, when they refer to the second 
year of Edward vi, cannot, as is ‘alleged by 
your Majesty’s Privy Council, mean the ninth 
year of Elizabeth, Your petitioners further 
submit, that such an in ation amounts 
to an alteration of the written law of the 
Church by the sole authority of the Judicial 
Committee. Your petitioners represent that 
they cannot in conscience accept such an 


- 


| and the suppression of drunkenness, as bearing | 
| ) on the prosperity and spiritual life of the 
| Church. The Council is persuaded that there 
is need for every effort to place the duty of 
| sanctifying the Sabbath on the ground of 
divine obligation in order effectually to coun- 
teract the many plausible efforts made to sap 
its foundatian ; and in regard to intemper- 
} ance, the Council participates in the general 
: conviction that the time has come for the 
Church of Christ to grapple with that evil in 
a more earnest spirit, and desires to express 
| its hope that in evers ~vuilable way and 
ih by teaching, prayer, remonstrance, and ex- 
at ample, the office-bearers of the Church will 
Sr strive to the uttermost to overcome this 
it deadly evil.” 
city At a sitting at which the Earl of Kintore 
it presided, his lordship directed attention to 
a6 the manifold ties that bind both British 
and American charches to the Continental 
churches. Messrs. Decoppet, of Paris; Van 
; Scheltema, of Holland ; Charbonnier (Mode- 
. (London), and others, read papers on “ Pres- 
byterian Literature.” | 
ibaa The following resolution was unanimously | 
pas adopted on the motion of Mr. James Steven- | 
the son (Glasgow) : “ That as Southern and Cen- 
; tral Africa are now wonderfully open to the | 
te preaching of the Gospel, and as it is emi- 
ee nently desirable that mutual understanding 
tit ; and co-operation be secured among the 
ie therly co-operation and combined action in 
| all their missionary operations.” “The 
The Christian Training of the Young” was the | 
bas subject of several addresses. | 
i 


August 1, 1877.) EVAKGELICAL 


CHRISTENDOM. 94. 


arbitrary reversal of the plain directions of the { the fact that the number of competitors wa. 


proceed. 


a 


that all such ques- 


5,000 trained voices from the various Board 
schools were arranged in the Handel 
Orchestra, while in the central transept was 
the platform. The children sang some hymns 
under the conductorship of Mr. J. Evans. 
There were present, amongst others, the 
Bishop of Gloucester and Bristol, Sir Charles 
and Lady Reed, Sir E. H. Currie, Mr. A. 
Mills, u.p. Dr. 8. Manning, and Mr, T. M. 


! 42,000, while this rear it was 


were present. 
THE MILDMAY PARK CONFERENCE. 

The annual conference at Mildmay Park 
was held on the Wednesday, Thursday, an: 
Friday of the third week in June. The 
subjects of the addresses in the large hal! 
were “The Sacrifice,” “The 
Transformation,” and “ The Acceptable Wil! 
of God.” Mr. Stevenson Blackwood presided 
on each occasion, the chief speakers being the 
Rev. Dr. Horatius Bonar, the Rev. W. H. 
Aitken, Mr. George Miiller, the Rev. Denham 
Smith, the Rev. Marcus Rainsford, and the 
Rev. Dr. Fraser. These gatherings were 
held morning and evening, the afternoons 
being occupied by sectional meetings. The 
hall, which holds 2,500 people, was alway: 
more or less full, and scarcely a seat was to 
be had when on the closing day the Lord's 
Supper was dispensed. This Jast was a most 
impressive sight. The causes advocated at 
the sectional meetings included the following : 
The Blind Association, foreign mission-, 
Bible and Prayer Union, Christian Worker.’ 


Williams, examiner of the children, etc. 


Tem 


Union, work among the soldiers, 


Lord Sandon delivered a speech, in which he | work among the blue jackets, the prison 


dwelt upon the necessity of encouraging re- 
ligious education alike in Board and voluntary 


schools. He found that out of 150,000 | 


| 


mission, Irish missions, medical missions, 
mission work in Cairo, mission homes iy 
Paris, individual evangelistic work, and the 


children in the schools only one in a thou- | second advent. The following were amor; 
sand had been withdrawn from the religious | the chairmen and speakers at these sectional 


- teaching, and this small proportion might 
very likely be accounted for by the presence 
in the schools of children belonging to the 
Jewish faith, No fewer than 80,000 had 


m : Lord Ebury, General Burrow:, 
Colonel Field, Major Malan, Miss Robinson, 
Miss Agnes Weston, the Rev. T. Richardson, 
Mrs. Meredith, Miss Leigh, Miss Cotton, Sir 
W. Hill, Capt. Hon. F. Maude, and the Rev. 


voluntarily passed an examination in Scripture 
knowledge. The noble Chairman then dis- 


tributed Bibles to about thirty selected re- | 


cipients, The first was a blind girl, who 
received copies of the Scriptures in embossed 


R. C. Billing. 


Bishop Kelly, of Newfoundland, who ha: 
left that place, having resigned his see from 


‘inability to endure its toile, adds another to the 


already long list of colonial bishops who are 
now serving English benefices as parochial 


ted 


presen ergymen. 
prize Bible Cavon Reeve has resigned 


cl 
, Om account of 


incumbency of Portman 


Prayer- any more they can recognize 
in foro conscientia the authority in spiritual | 82,000. Sandon replied, and then Sir 
matters of the Court from which the decisions | C. Reed for three cheers for the Pre- 
They, therefore, humbly pray your | sident of day, who, he said was a truc- 
to take such steps as may pro- | hearted friend of education. The cheers wero 
tions from being disturbed by | heartily given, and then Mr. Peek stood 
he enforce these decisions, and | forward. The children at once all rose and 
to provide [NNNNNNNNNNEE | spontancously cheered, and the spectators, 
s of | some 30,000, joined heartily in the choru:. 
part | Mr. Peek briefly spoke of the pleasure it was 
oca- | to see the great success of the gathering, an. 
_of the work which hal brought them together. 
of 
+ on 
of 
the 
THE BIBLE AND THE LONDON SCHOOL 
BOARD. 
Lord Sandon, Vice-President ¢* the E4n- 
cation Committee of Privy. Council, ac- 
cepting the invitation of the London School 
Board, went to the Crystal Palace on the 7th 
; ult., and distributed the prizes—500 Bibles 
and 3,500 Testaments—given by Mr. FP. Peek 
x and the Religious Tract Society. The scene 
was a striking one. The prize-winners and 
| 
type. His lordship shook hands with each, 
ment. The Rev. Dr. S. Manning, on behalf | . 
of the Religious Tract Society, 
Lord Sandon with a copy of the 
: as a memorial of the day, and remarked upon ' impaired healtb, the | 


: 
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Chapel, Baker Street, which he bas held since) of Dr. Marshman, the well-known Baptist 
1848, | missionary of Serampore, died on the 8th ult. 

Canon Fry, of Leicester, died recently in his He was born in 1794, accompanied bis father 
96th year, He was a faithful and devoted | to Serampore in 1500, and from 1812, when 


_ clergyman, and five or six of the chufches in | he was only 18, and for many years, was the 


Leicester mainly owe their origin to his perse- | moving spirit of the large religious undertak- 


ngs managed by Dr. Marshman and his col- 


During the month of May two of the missions of the American Board held their an- 
nual meetings in Constantinople. The field of one, the mission to Western Turkey, com- 
prises the western part of Asia Minor and a emall part of European Turkey ; the field of 
the other is entirely in European Turkey. A correspondent of the New York Christian 
Union gives the following account of the proceedings :— 

“ The meeting of the mission to Western Turkey continued seventeen days. Some of 
the questions under discussion being of general interest, native pastors and other Christian 
friends outside the ranks of the missionaries were invited to attend the sessions at which 


was that of the theological instruction of mative candidates for the ministry. The mother -——- 


tongue of some of these young men is Armenian, of others Turkish, of others Greek, while 
almest all know more or less of Turkish, the Government language, and to a great extent 
the business language of the country. They need to be prepared to preach the Gospel each 
in his own language to his own people, and all should be prepared to preach in Turkish, 
that they may reach the multitudes around them who know that Janguage and do not know 


Armenian or (reek. What is to be done under these circumstances? After a protracted 


Turkey, asking their aid and co-operation in devising some plan to meet the wants of all. 


“ The meeting of the European Turkey Mission followed that of the Western Turkey 
Mission, and continued eight days. This mission is at work among the Bulgarians, and has 
had a good deal of prosperity during the past year, notwithstanding the political excitements 
among that people. The delegates from ihe interior provinces to these annual meetings 
have now gone back with their families to their places of labour, not without anxious — 
thought in regard to the future of their work and what may befall them personally, but with 
calm trust in Him who has promised to be with His servants always, and with a strong hope 
that whatever transpires will turn out to the furtherance of the Gospel.” 

BURMA. | 

Mr. Carpenter, American Baptist missionary at Bassein, giving an account of the 
annual meeting of the Badsein Sgau Karen Association, says he has “ rarely, if ever, attended 
a series of meetings in which the spirit ef brotherly love, Christian zeal, and self-sacrifice 
was more strongly marked. than in this” ‘There were 48 pastors and 408 members in 
attendance, and 6] churches reported by letter. The Association now eupports five foreign 
missionaries. The number of baptisms for the year has been about 300. 

CHINA. 

A very important Missionary Conference met at Shanghai on the 10th of May, and sat 
fifteen days. About one-third of the entire body of Protestant missionaries in China were 
in attendance at this gathering. “ There is but one feeling,” writes a correspondent of the 
English Independent, “ among the one hundred and thirty persons who have attended it, and 
that is, that it marks an era in the history of Protestant missions in China, and begins a 
new period of greatly accelerated advance and increased prosperity to the Church of Christ — 
in this land. No person not a China missionary can imagine how divergent were our views 
on the great range of topics presented for consideration, and on one subject it is properly 
said that we have throughout been ‘treading on th edge of a volcano,” but the spirit of the 
Master bas been among us to teach forbearance, and unite every heart for the ion of 
the great cause we uphold.” The opening sermon was preached by Rev, J. Van Nei 


ef 
* these questions were considered, and to take part in the discussions. One of these questions 
| 
| 
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Talmage, D.D., missionary of the American Reformed Church at Amoy. Two Chairmen were 


Dr. Douglas, of the English Presbyterian Mission at Amoy. The Secretaries 


hich struck the key-note of the gathering, was Matt. xxvii, 18—20. 
Among the papers read was one by Dr, Alexander Williamson, of Chefoo, who, in con- 
sidering “the field of labour in all its magnitude,” compared China to eighteen Great 
i numbers of the Chinese are so considerable that if 


the by merchants in China from Singapore to Pekin, with 
given by the Chinese, for relief of the terrible famine in the northern districts, 


ed to Mr. Richards for sustenance. A paper by Dr. Legge on “ Confucianism in Relation 


books teach plainly the existence of a God, and that man is a moral and spiritual being, 
- though they say nothing of his immortality. Some of the missionaries disagreed with the 


was considered, and there was no unfavourable opinion as to the value of the results which 
she has already achieved. In a paper on “ Prayer for the Holy Spirit in connection with 
our Work,” the Rev. Griffith John contended that missionaries must be holy men, and not 
merely good. Schools and their relations to missionaries formed the topics of several 
papers, all teking ground in favour of teaching as an adjunct of preaching. In,gyli i 


on the subject of literature, some were in favour of printing all -the books and tratts in the — 


classical language, and others thought they ought to be in the vernacular. The problem of 
eelf-support of the native church was discussed, and the opinion was unanimous that the 
native church must be brought to a condition independent of foreign aid. The employment 
of native assistants, the opium traffic, ancestral worship, treaty rights, and questionable rites 
connected with marriages and funerals were also considered.’ 

After a parting hymn, and a parting prayer by Dr. Talmage, during which all were 
moved to tears, the first Conference of Protestant missionaries of China was brought to a 
close. Among the practical results of the assembly was the sppointment of two important 
committees—one to confer with the representatives of the Consular and Customs Services, 
with a view to the adoption of a uniform method of rendering Chinese sounds and words 
‘in English letters; and the other to arrange for concerted action among the various mis- 
sionary bodies, so as to lead to the best available disposition-of their agents throughout the 
whole empire. 

WESTERN AFRICA. 

The Rev. Albert Bushnell, of the American Presbyterian Mission in Gaboon, writes 
from Baraka that the original Mpongwe people are passing away, and a mixed population 
is taking their place. The French influence is.on the increase, and the Jesuits are estab- 

/ = 


f | / 


of the healing art was 


represented 

scattered over the whole earth, every third man met with would be a Chinaman. As an 
instance of the high regard ia which missionaries are held, Dr. Williamson mentioned the 
fact that all 
has been entrusted to them for distribution. Dr. Nevins, who had taken very active steps 
in organizing this Conference—from which this calamity compelled him to absent himself — 
was daily supplying th ants of twent Dersor whi abhi be 
loo 
» Christian it walled forth munch i maintained th 
rieweR OF per, ing Was aL! ine, LOA: ates 
Christianity had to contend with in China. Another subject was “Popular Aspects of 
Baddhism and Tauism,” which was opened by Dr. Edkins. Much time was given to the 
consideration of the manner and matter of preaching to the heathen. The Rev. W. Muir- 
head read the opening paper. The Conference recognized the supreme importance of preach- 
ing. The subject of “ Itineration, Far and Near,” received the attention which its im- 
portance demands. One of the speakers on this topic was Mr. J. Hudson Taylor, of the 

a China Inland Mission, whose appearance in Chinese costume, with queue, purple robe, and 
blue girdle, afforded a visible presentment of the mode in which that mission conducts its ’ 
operations. Of course, there was only one opinion as to the profitableness of itineration and 
colportage. The Conference appeared to be of the opinion that it is not well to distribute 
tributor. In 

shown in removing prejudice and opening a way to the hearts of the people. The practice 

} of binding the feet of Chinese girls was the subject of considerable attention. It was stated 
that an anti-foot-binding society had been formed in Amoy; but most of the members had 
no children of their own. The work that is open to woman among her own sex in China 


to observe the distinction between passages cited 
as illustrations and those quoted by way of | 


High Priest’s breastplate ; and these again the 
Precious Corner-stone and the Lord's Jewels, 
Upon these and kindred subjects Mr. Brown | 
has written much that will doubtless be found 
edifying by many believers; and he displays a 
spirit of humility and reverence when treating 
on important themes which command our highest 
reapect. Yet the method he has followed is very 
liable to abuse. ‘‘ A great many of the various 
passages brought forward in apposition are used” 
by him, as he says, “‘ almost purely by way of 
accommodation.” Bat many readers may fail 


proof. In fact, no such distinction can be 


always apparent, even though it may be always | 


present in the mind of the writer. A hidden 
meaning attached by an evangelist or an apostle 
to the words of a prophet or psalmist is, of 
course, conclusive as to its accuracy; but un- 
inspired interpreters are not only apt to make 
mistakes, but to discredit the authority of 
divine revelation in the minds of those whom 
writers and lecturers on the evidences are doing 
their best to win to its full recognition. It has 
been lately remarked by a divine of well-known | 
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which oldest of the mission, there ate now ninety-three 
| : members, the additions for the year being six. The Rev. R. H. Nassau, m.p., of the Benita 
7 Mission, lost all his goods at Belembila Station, in the Akele Country, the natives having 
; pillaged his house in his absence. 
Word: being Thoughts, Suggestive and Prac- | and grammatical sense” of Soriptare “is alone 
tical, upon Pealm xix. 1—6. By | Such does not appear to be the opinion 
out as hidden in creation, and therefore in pas- | the deep, Christian experience which 
im the poctical reveals ; and the earnest desire which it dis 
4 portions e Testament ; for “creation to contribute, so far as may be done by 
was intended, among other things, by the “life 
Almighty of God in the soul of man.” 
foreshadow traths taught in His 
The doctrines plainly set forth in the Gospels | 
if and Epistles are thus to be found in other parts! I ondon: Blackie and Son. igs al 
ip of Scripture in a secondary or hidden meaning | 4v the time of the Disruption Dr, Beith was 
if beneath the primary meaning. Thus, Pedim minister of the first or parochial charge of the 
it xix. 1—6 has reference not only to the ceatral burgh of Stirling. He was not only identified 
; orb of our solar system, but to the Sun of with the Non-Intrusion cause, and afterwards 
Righteousness, and hence analogies may be | withdrew from the Establishment, ‘with those . 
traced not only between spiritual and {physical | who held the same principles, but he took » 
light and darkness, but also between the material prominent part in their advocacy, among bis 
and the spiritual firmament (‘the firmament of  fellow-countrymen, in different parts of the 
ie the Word ”) ; dew, rain, colour, clouds, light, and | country, at the request of the leaders of the 
yey heat, and certain spiritual ideas of which they | movement in Edinburgh. He here records, from 
te are the symbols. Moreover, colour suggests the his own personal stand-point and that of friends 
te spiritual significance of the several stones in the agsociated with him, the course of ecclesiastical 
affairs in Scotland in the “half-year preceding 
and the half-year following the memorable 18th 
of May, 1843. Dr. Beith tells his story with « 
modesty, simplicity, and directness, which not 
only produces the most favourable impression of 
the writer, but also heightens our esteem for the 
men of whom he may be regarded as one of the 
. Sunlight through Shadows, by the Seaside, and in 
the Green Lanes. By F. M. 8. and L. E. O'R. 
London : Seeley, Jackson, and Halliday. 
Miss Marsu, who writes the preface to these 
pages, introduces them to the notice of the 
reader as ‘‘ the blended work of a valued, though 
| personally unknown, friend, and of one dear to 
: every labour of ” Like Spenser's “‘ Pas- 
| toral Sketches,” of which they have reminded 
us, they appear to be all drawn from real life, 
and to show not a little of the workings of the 
human heart and conscience under varying con- 
| ditions. They are at once adapted to be highly 
| ; useful and encouraging to Christian workers 
; & | among the humbler classes, as well as suitable 
i for reading to those whom they are thus seeking 
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Tue sathor of this book believes that the mil- as it looks, and that with the distinct declarations 
lions throughoat Christendom who have been re- of Scripture upon the subject before us, the mero 
peating for ages, “I believe... in the re- | statement of such an opinion suffices for its con- 
sarrection of the body,” are ander a delusion. demnation. It would seem that be has sought to 
It appears that with him the resurrection means teach this doctrine among the Plymouth Bre- 
something else—'‘‘the rising or upstanding of | thren ; for he tells us thas it ie to “refute the 
persons or spirits, already in possession of spiri- | charge laid against” him “by Brethren” that 
tual or glorified bodies, from out of the invisible he has written his book» He also speaks of hav- 
world ; or their coming from heaven with Christ ing for his opinions been ‘‘ excommunicated, or 
and being manifested with Him in glory at His delivered unto Satan ;” if by the same parties, 
revelation.” He confesses that to ask people this is somewhat singular, for they are supposed 
to accept bis idea of the resurrection, instead to disclaim all ecclesiastical authority. 


APPROACHING ANNUAL CONFERENCE IN OXFORD. 


Tue attention of members of the Alliance and other friends of Christian union is 
called to the announcement that the Annual Conference will this year be held in Oxford, 
on September 25th, and following days, Subjects of great interest and importance will be 
bronght under consideration, and it is earnestly hoped that members throughout the United 
Kingdom will largely assemble on this occasion to meet their British and foreign brethren. 

For carrying out the local arrangements, an influential committee has been formed in 
Oxford, with the following officers: Chairman, Sir Harry Verney, Bart. ; Vice-Chairmen, 
the Very Rev. the Dean of Canterbury, the Very Rev. the Dean of Ripon, the Rev. 
Professor Legge, m.a., and General Desborough, o.s.; L[lonorary Secretaries, the Rev. 
A. M. W. Christopher, m.a., and the Rev. H. C. B. Bazeley, 3.c.1. 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 


A meeting of Council was held on Thurs-j| Henry Oram, Esq., Worcester. 

day, July 12; John Finch, Esq., in the} T. B. Burrow, Esq., Worcester. 

chair. After reading the Scriptures, prayer| James Gaunt, Esq., Worcester. 

was offered by the Rev. Robert Johnston. J. 8. Hanson, Esq., Worcester. 
The following persons were unanimously; H. J. Munt, Esq., Worcester. 

admitted to membership :— W. Joseland, Esq., Worcester. 
John M. Robertson, Esq., London. W. H. Edmonds, Esq., Worcester 
Hugh Wallis, Esq., and Mrs Wallis,| H. A. Jones, Esq., Worcester. 

London. Mr. Thomas Lunn, Worcester. 
John Remfrey, Esq., and Mrs. Remfrey,| A letter was read General Eardley 
London. Wilmot, dated June 23, expressing his deep 

James Weir, Esq., London. sense of the kindness of the Council in re- 
Rev. A. 8. Webb, Nuneaton. membering him at the throne of grace, ad- 
Rev. G. R. Pennington, Nuneaton. ding, “‘I owe my life entirely, I believe, to 
Rev. 8S. T. Greathead, Nuneaton. the prayers of the Lord’s people, many of | 
Rev. J. Fielden, Nuneaton. “ | whom were stirred up by His Holy Spirit to 
Rev. Carey Hood, Nuneaton. intercede on my behalf.” 
Henry Slingsby, Esq., Nuneaton. _ PROTESTANT MISSIONS IN EGYPT. 
Reginald Stanley, Esq., Nuneaton. A communication was read from the Foreign 
Mr. A. H. Rogers, Nuneaton. 7 Office, enclosing the following despatch, ad- 
Mr. A. P. Briggs, Nuneaton. dressed to the Earl of Derby, from Her 
Mr. Garrett, Nuneaton. ~ Majesty's Agent and Consul-General in 
Rev. H. E. Bottomley, Coventry. Egypt :— 
Rev. W. B. Birt, Worcester. “ Cairo, June 13, 1877. 
Rev. 8. Naish, Worcester. “My Lord,—With reference to my des- 
-C. W. Griffiths, Esq., Worcester. . ‘| patch No, 63, of the 19th March last, re- 


J 


his Excellency’s attention to a statement pub- | 


every reasonable desire of the Protestants, 


rance of all 
“ I have, etc., 
(Signed) C. Vrvtax.” 
The f resolution, moved by R. N 
Erin seconded by Donald Mathe- 
, Eeq., was unanimously adopted :— 
“The Council of the Evangelical Alliance, 


passed between their Secretary and the Foreign 
Office on the subject of the grievances of which 
Protestant missionaries in Upper Egypt com- 
plained, resolve :-— 

“That the best thanks of this Council be 
presented to the Right Hon. the Earl of 
Derby, Her Majesty’s Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, for the kind interest he has shown in 
the cases brought before hig lordship’s atten- 
tion,“and for the valuable gid rendered in 


sionaries in Motieh to build a church on one 
of the sites which they had themselves se- 


The substance of acommunication was 
read from the Rev. Dr. Hogg, confirming tt 
intelligence received through the Foreign 
Office, and enclosing @ translation of inatruc- 
tions from the Khedive’s Privy Council to the 


NEXT GENERAL CONFERENCE. 
There was also read a letter from Pastor 


Bernanili-Halzach, Secretary of the Basle 


Committee, giving a report of their meeting 


in 
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specting the complaints made by the Evan- | lected, and also « declaration from the 
| gelical Alliance of certain acts of religious | Egyptian Government that they were pre- 
intolerance and cruelty on the part of the | pared to give the Protestants at Koos « plot 
| Copts towards the Protestants in Upper | of ground on which they may coustruct « 

Egypt, I have the honour to enclose, for| church. 
your lordship’s information, copies of a far- | “ The Coancil, in expressing their gratifi- 
| ther correspondence with Cherif Pasha upon | cation at this result (obtained through the 
7 this subject. kind offices of Her Majesty’s Government), 
“Your lordship will see that I had called can only regret that the report of Cherif 
efter an official inquiry, omits all 
lished in a pamphlet entitled ‘ Evangelical | reference to the main point of the serious 

Christendom,’ of May Ist, 1877, purporting | grievance complained of. 

“ to be the record of an official inquiry, held | “In the case of the two men cruelly 
if at Keneh on the 13th of February last, into | bastinadoed by orders of the Sheikh of 
i the circamstances of the death of Bress | Negadeh, after attending the reading of the 
i Boctar, which report differed materially | Holy Scriptures in a private house, and fol- 
* from what his Excellency had conveyed to | lowed shortly by the death of one of them, 
: { me as the result of the official inquiry into | the representations of this Alliance to his 
: the case. | Highness the Khedive have not received the 
“In reply, Cherif Pasha maintains the | redress which, from the tolerant disposition of 

. accuracy of his previous statement, that | his Highness, they were led to expect ; and 

Boctar died from natural causes, and not | the Sheikh of Negadeh, who is responsible 

from the beating he received ; and his Excel- | for the cruel outrage, hes mot, it appears, 

| lency further informs me that, in deference | been either dismissed or reprimanded.” 

| to my representations, the Protestants of | 

Motieh have received permission to build | 

their church upon one of the sites they had | 3 
themselves indicated as appropriate for the | 
purpost ; and with respect to the Protestants | 

. of Koos, that as strong objections had been | Government of Osiout, together with other 

raised to their converting their school-house | correspondence of the subject. 

; into a church, the Goverament are prepared | OXFORD CONFERENCE. . 

TE to give them a plot of ground for the purpose| The Secretary submitted proof of circular 

it of building a church. and programme for the Annual Conference to 
ahi “It seems to me that this should satisfy | be held in Oxford. | ¥. 

im an e ve in tns| A letter was read from Pastor A. Bonnard, 
hy matter in their usual spirit of equal tole-| Secretary of the Swiss Branch of the Alliance, 
it | dated Lausanne, June 20, enclosing a report 

H of their first General Assembly held in Lau- 
Ak sanne, June 6—Professor Viguet, President, 
| in the chair—and giving an encouraging 
tf account of the progress of the new organi- 
| be! after hearing the correspondence which has ee 
. | was unanimously passed that the next Gene- 
| ral Conference of this Alliance be convened 
(D.v.) in -their_city of Basle, in the year 
' 1879, instead of next year, as at first 
proposed. Four sectional committees were 
| appointed for undertaking the various depart- 
| ments’ connected with the arrangements, 
| obtaining permission for thé Protestant mis-| under the presidency, respectively, of M. 
Vischer-Sarasin, Professor Riggenbach, M. 
| | 


bai 


WELOOME TO AMERICAN AND CANADIAN VISITORS. 
On Saturday afternoon, July 14, a deeply | the A 


interesting meeting was held at the College, 


lliance, for the purpose 
hearty welcome to delegates 


Regent's Park, convened hy the Council of United States, Canada, and other lands, now — 
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Sheikh of Negadeh, by whose orders the out- 
“ Your servant, 
Bi “ (Signed) James Davis. 
“ P.5S.—I am also instructed to address a 
have, ete., General in Egypt, the grateful on 
i “ (Signed) C. Vrvtay.” | satisfaction felt by the Council, and by those 
The Secretary having submitted the fol- | whom they have the honour to represent, for 
; lowing draft letter of thanks to the Earl of | the valuable services rendered by his Excel- 
| Derby in reply, it was approved, and or- | lency in the cause of religious liberty.” 
dered to be forwarded to Lord Tenterden :— SPECIAL PRAYER. 
| “July 19, 1877. A letter was read from the Chairman of 
“My Lord,—lI hove the to | the Evangelical Allience in Rome, enggutting 
# knowledge the receipt of your lordship’s letter that a day should be set apart for special and 
: of the 26th ult, sccompanying copy of «| united prayer to Almighty God for the speedy 
despatch from Her Majesty's Agent and | termination of the present disastrous war in 
gratifying intelligence that in consequence of | ministers, and others, that their counsels may 
i his representations, the Protestants of Motieh | be overruled for the maintenance of peace 
| ; have received permission to build a church | among European nations. benim 
: upon one of the sites selected by themselves; The subject was carefully considered, and 
' as appropriate for the purpose, and that, as | the Secretary was instructed to draft a letter 
: regards the Protestants of Koos, the Govern-| on the subject, for circulation among the 
t ment are prepared to give them a plot of | various branches of the Alliance. 
¥ ground on which they may construct a PROPOSED DEPUTATION TO ITALY. 
ys church, A circular letter was submitted on the 
ie “The Council have instructed me to ask | subject of the proposed deputation to Italy, 
* of Derby thei thanks terest | lians or otherwise, labouring for the spread 
i shown by his lordship in the cases brought | the Gospel in that land. 
ott before his lordship’s attention, and for the| A further communication was presented 
kindly rendered in on the subject of the divisions and conten- 
bag taining for the Protestant missionaries the | tions unhappily existing among the different 
| it redress of the grievances of which they have Christian bodies in Italy. 
ee “Tam also instructed to acknowledge the | consideration and approved, subject to the 
| # receipt vf your lordship’s letter (without | revision of the Honorary Secretaries, the draft 
a] date) since received, enclosing copy of a des- | letter proposed to be sent to Christian brethren 
2g patch from Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul- | in Italy. 
‘3 General, forwarding copy of a note which he RECEPTION OF AMERICAN BRETHEEN. 
tit has addressed to Cherif Pasha on the sub- A report was presented of the recent con- 
| 4 ject of the case of Bress Boctar, who, with versazione, held on July 1 4, and the Secretary 
| Y another, was cruelly beaten for the sole was instructed to convey the best thanks of 
; ite offence of reading the Bible at the house of a this Council to the Rev. Dr. Angus, and the 
iit Protestant friend. Committee of the Regent’s Park College, for 
| ce “The letter of his Excellency has given | their great kindness in granting the use of : 
| dt. the Council the greatest satisfaction, as ex- the College and grounds to the Council on 
; ‘3 pressing just and enlightened views on the that occasion, and for the excellent arrange- 
| | subject of this act of inhumanity, calling for ments made for the reception of the mem- 
the severest censure on the part of the Egyp- bers of the Alliance and their American and 
) tian Government, if not the dismissal of the | cther v'sitors. 
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has shown itself, and we know now that| common purpose, I am to believe 
a he recognizes those derived from the same | men of every Evangelical were now to 
| | stock, and confesses that, after all, blood is be thoroughly united, we should have a fede- ~~ 
thicker than water. That has becomea com-| ration grander, holier, and more succesafal 
mon proverb over the Atlantic, and all | than the world has yet seen. In conclusion, 
| present to-day believe it, and would heartily | the speaker said that America had been 
symyathize with him while in the name of | honoured in the welcome which, from the 
| the Council he bade them cordial welcome ; | highest to the lowest, had been accorded to 
and that weléome was quite as sincere when | General Grant. 
J the different modes in which this Christian| The Rev. Dr. Plumer (South Carolina) 
| faith expressed itself were taken into account. | said: I have long known your labour of love 
In the Free Churches of America there are | for the Master, and we know how you have 
modifications which we are unacquainted with | helped us in desiring fair terms both for 
in England, but we recognize in all the spirit | mother and daughter. “Mr, Webster,” said 
of free inquiry. Such was the spirit in| one from England on a memorable occasion, 
which be ventured to the feelings of |“ I did not come to make difficulties.” If 
the Council. They hed hed the opportunity pride Fine 
of entering into friendly union with many | sides of the Atlantic, the ocean never more 
i Churches in Europe, but be did not remem- | be stained with British and American blood. 
| ber seeing on other occasions so many repre- | Our countryman, Franklin, had wisdom not 
7s = sentatives pass before the Chairman as to-day. | only in physics, but in other matters, and | 
It had been a pleasant sight indeed, and he | wish that just now the whole world had a 
.# would conclade [by bidding them a hearty | fable of his by heart. A young angel, so the 
4 welcome. fable goes, one day said to an old angel, “I 
‘ Sir Charles Reed said he was present at | have heard thee talking of such a place as 
i the first mieeting of the Alliance, but | earth. Isthere sucha place ?” “ Yes,” said the | 
fr he had another reason for saying a word | other. “ Well,” replied the young one, “I wish 
j on this occasion. He saw before him Dr. | you would take me thither.” “I will take you 
} Patton, the very man who, in 1834, received | now,” was the answer; and immediately both 
u Dr. Andrew Reed and Dr. Matheson, who | were in the West Indies, where the British 
Pe went out from this country to America on a | and French fleets were engaged in awful con- 
4 mission of friendship. Dr. Patton had then | flict. The decks were streaming with human 
) he been their host, and he was present amongst | blood, and the air was resounding with fear- 
ed them to-day. They had been in the habit of| fal cries, Said the young angel to the old 
(be ie speaking of Americans as their cousins, but} one, “ Is this earth? I asked you to take me 
ie there was a better name than that; they were | to earth, aud you have taken me to hell!” 
1 hee brethren, He himself could not but re | “No, no,” was the answer; “they do not 
% member that he had the joy of sharing in the | do these things in hell; this sort of work is 
vy warmth and kind-heartedness of the American | confined to earth.”. We cannot think of what 
: people. When he was in America he had | is transpiring to-day without earnestly pray- 
‘4 the pleasure of hearing read a letter from ing that the time may come when all the 
: 4 Lord Shaftesbury, in which the noble Earl | instruments of war shall be turned to other 
bs held out the hope that he might some day /| uses. I wish al] who have influence here 
| } accept their hospitality. He was quite sure | and elsewhere would try and give prominence 
+ that Lord Shaftesbury would be received with | to what I believe to be the truth—e bad 
; ES enthusiasm, and he did not know any one | settlement is better than a good war. The 
| ti who could more truly deserve such a welcome. | wolf is never fat; he has to travel fifty miles 
+ But to-day they had friends from other | for a meal, and fifty miles back after he has 
£ countries amongst them. Some have spoken | got it, and when he reaches his lair he is in 
rs to me [continued Sir Charles}, as having met | the same condition as when he started. A 
‘ me in Switzerland and elsewhere, and I agree | predatory war is wrong from beginning to | 
3 with Lord Waveney in regarding this as ajend. Edmund Burke had wisely said, 
) most - important representative assembly. | “ When evil men combine, good men must 
af Nothing could have been happier than the | associate ;” and that is what we want now. 
ny arrangement of such « gathering as this. I I pray God to bless the British people, and 
| believe the day has come when Christian | to give to them anil to those of my own land 
} union must be put to the front. We must/a heart to live to the divine glory. Ia 
if put Aside minor differences, and unite for a' watching a wheel, you notice that all its 
\ 
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t assembly. 
Pending their decision, it was resolved 
that the Basle section be the Central 


2, 


tres of 


Will the different branches of the Evan- | 
gelical Alliance remember occasionally with 
affection, and also with earnest prayer, this 
their younger sister, which now for two years 
has found a place among them / 


A communication, of which the following 
is a translation, has since been received from 
the Basle Committee :-— 

“ Basle. 


“ Honoured Sir,— Monsieur A. Vischer has 
requested me to send you a brief report of 


concert with the other members of the com- 
mittee. 
“In the meantime I have the honour of 


as the days of united supplication on 
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and will shortly decide whether the next | the first meeting of our Alliance Committee 
or following year be more suitable for this | in Basle. In consequence I have the honour of 
addressing these lines to you. Kindly ex- 
acquaintance with your language. 
Committee of the Swiss Branch of the Alli-| “Our committee consisted up to this time 
ance for the biennial period, 1878 to 1880. | of nine members selected from different de- 
Grateful to Almighty God for what has | nominations, but as the present meeting was 
already been accomplished, the delegates of | for taking into deliberation the holding of 
< the Swiss Branch were deeply impressed with | the next General Conference in this city, 
the suitable work which, it appeared to them, | there was a large addition to the number of 
they had still to undertake—euch as the | Christians from Basle; members from the 
strengthening of the different sections of the | other Swiss sections of the Alliance also 
Evangelical Alliance in Switzerland ; the for- | attended. 
mation of new branches in various parts of| “The meeting was held on the @ist of 
Switzerland where favourable openings were | this month (last Thursday), at which a re- 
presented ; the cultivation of the true spirit | solution was unanimously passed that the 
of the Alliance, which is eminently that of | next general assembly of the Evangelical 
the Gospel, and its manifestation not in word | Alliance be convened, God willing, in Basle 
only and occasional meetings, but in the daily | during the year 1879; and that the work be 
intercourse of life. The following subjects | commenced with earnest prayer that our 
for united action were also suggested : The | gracicus Lord will give to it His benediction. 
promotion Mj increased individaal action in| “For the better management of the under- 
the work of evangelization in the great cen- | taking, the committee was divided into four 
EEE population, and also the institution of | sections :— 
private echools on Evangelical principles. “1. For the foreign department, general 
; These-several points having been examined, | arrangements, etc. President, M. Vischer- 
were submitted for consideration to various | Sarasin. 
meetings, and at a public meeting numerously | “2. For the subjects of papers, addresses, 
attended were warmly approved. reports, etc. President, Professor Riggen bach. 
The assembly separated, expressing an in-| “3. For general and special meetings 
creasing desire to labour in the good work,| during the Conference. President, WM. 
animated by love to the Lord Jesus Christ, | Sarasin, Councillor of State. 
and also love to their brethren. “4. For prayer meetings and evening re- 
ceptions. Presidents, Pastors Ecklin and 
Austern. 
, “These different sections will share the 
honoured Sir, the expression of my great re- 
UNIVERSAL PRAYER FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. | 
The Council,at the request of the Com- | behalf of Sunday-schools, for the present 
mittee of the Sunday-school Union, again year. 
invite the attention of the members of the| The Committee in 1872 made their first 
The Committee of the Sunday-school | manifested in the work, would, with deeper | 
Union, in concert with kindred institutions, earnestness and implicit confidence in the 
| invite all Sunday-echool teachers and friends | divine Word, renew that call, assured that : 
of the young to set apart October 28 and | our Lord and Saviour speaketh unto each \ 
29 | ye shall ack the Father 
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‘That on Monday morning, October 29, 


between the hours of seven and eight, teachers 
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